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' PREFACE ro rug SECOND EDITION. 


TH E following pages contain the ſubflance of Five Ser- 
mons, delivered in the year 1783, to the Congregation 
at Wadſworth in Yorkſhire, among whom the Author 
has ſpent 1he moſt active part of his life; and were pub- 
liſhed principally for their uſe, as the parting advice of a 
Minifler who cared for their fouls. This will account for 
ſome expreſſions, eſpecially in the beginning and middle of 
le two laſt Diſcourſes. 7 
On leaving a people among whom the Autor had la- 
boured for ſo many years, and with ſuch peculiar ſatisfac- 
tion, his mind was loo muck affected to attempt any things 
like embelliſhments. Were he ever ſo capable of them, to 
which however he makes very little pretence, au event ſo 
depreſſing to his ſpirits, would both have greatly diſabled 
him from ſucceeding, and have taken away all reliſh for 
ſuch an attempt. 8 5 
On a reviſal, he is very ſenſible, that in flyle, compoſition, 
and method, they admit of much improvement; even to 
fuck a degree, as to make them appear almoſt a new work. 
Aa neu edition of them has for ſeveral years been much 
aefired, ruſtic as their dreſs is acknowledged to be, he has 
at length conſented to republiſh them, without any material 
alteration. They were expreſſive of hg unaſfected breath- 
ngs of his heart, towards a people for whom he had the 
tengereſi regard; and he wiſhes them ſtill to be ſo conſidered. 
The ſubjefts contained in them, at all times require our 
careful attention. But, in a particular manner they require 
, at this time, when ſubſtantial Godlineſs ſo evidently de- 
lines among thoſe who make profeſſion of it 
Plain as they are, he earneſtly recommends them to all 
trofeſſors of Chriſtianity, of every denomination; eſpecial- 
ly to that Congregation to which they were addreſſed from 
the pulpit ; and to that which he has vow the honour and 
the pleaſure to ſerde in the Goſpel. As they have been 
eu to many, may the ſpecial bleſſing of God continue 10 
*ompany the peruſal of them! Amen. 


CONTENTS. 


InTroDuUcTION. - = =» = = - 8 
Various ſiguiſications of the term Truth 9 
How underſtood in this Diſcourrfe 1 
Extent of the term Truth - - 12 
Importance of Truth, its Author, Deſign, Efficacy, 

Effect and Uſe— The regard which God has 

for it % I Gs, 5 13 
Ho we ought to manifeſt our live of the "= Wi 
lubour to underſtand it—ſpeak according to it— 


abide by it — be valiant for it—propagate it, 20-23 


Improvement—Praiſe God for the Truth—don't put 

it from you — examine your regard to it the ſin 

of deſerting it maintain your zeal for it in the 
* of Heaven 1 — 2 —33 


LOVE PEAC E. 5 

3 Signiſications of the term Peace - < = 33 
The ſenſe in which we here underftand i V 
Value of Peace and Harmony <- - 36—38 
Connection of Peace with Truth, S 


Peace ruſt give way to Truth 8 So. - - 4 
The great regard to be paid to Peace, and means of 


promoting it — — — — 4 —52 


Tue Extent of the term Conve · ſation —  $5—60 


The Nature and Properties of Evangelical Fling 60—72 
The Argument for it illuſtrated -<- - 72—74 


Unanimity explained and recommended 7480 
Means of preſerving and promoting Unanimity 80-875 
Stedſaſinſi explained and recommended - - 87-93 
| Zeal, explained and recommendeel -=— - 8 
Addreſs to ſeveral claſſes of Men - = 96—98 

Appendix, on Self- examination 98-0 


8 6 = — 6 
—— —— —ämĩäm — 


—....ñññ]? 


THE 
CONSISTENT CHRISTIAN: 
THE SUBSTANCE OF 
THREE SERMONS 
WG EE 
Zecn. viii. 19. 


LOVE THE TRUTH AND PEACE, 


' « TY IGHTEOUSNESS exalteth a nation, but 


fin is a reproach to any people“, is a ſacred 
aphorim uttered by the wiſeſt of men, under the 


inſpiration of God ;“ and the truth of it might be 
abundantly evinced from the hiſtory of all ages. Who 
can avoid obſerving how awtully it is illuſtrated 


in the iniquities and the conſequent miſeries of 


| Amalek and Moab, of Babylon and Tyre, and of 


other nations, whoſe rebellion againſt the Lord 


Jeloval, and whoſe puniſhment, in conſequence of 


that rebellion, are recorded in the Bible? How eaſy, 
epecially, is it to read both the truth and the mean- 
ing of it, in the diſpenſations of Providence towards 
lirael? Let their journey through the wilderneſs of 


Arabia, from Egypt to Canaan, and their oppreſſions 
| bythe various nations around them during the time of 


the Judges, before there was © any King in Ifracl,” be 


conſulted in this view. Let us alſo appeal to the cap- 


twity of ſeventy tedious years, as a teſtimony to the 


truth of the aphoritn firſt mentioned. © All the 


B « chief 


* 2 : . +++ . = . * 
Pror. iv. 34+ f 2 Tim. Ul, 16, } 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14— 22. 


6 | THE CONSISTENT CHRISTIAN, 


e chief of the prieſts and the people,” we are informed 


by the ſacred hiſtorian, © tranſgrefſed very much after 


« all the abominations of the heathen ; and pollute 
te the houſe of the Lord, which he had hallowed in Je. 
% ruſalem. And the Lord God of their tathers lent 
„ to them by his meſſengers, riſing up betimes and 
* ſending ; becauſe he had compaſſion on his people, 


e and on his dwelling place. But they mocked the 


« meflengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, and 
« miſuſed his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord 
e aroſe againſt his people, till there was no remedy, 
© Therefore he brought upon them the King of the 
* Chaldees, who flew their young men with the ſword 
& in the houſe of their ſanctuary, and had no compaſ- 
* ſion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him 
ce that ſtooped for age, He gave them all into his 
« hand. And all the veſſels of the houſe of God, 
« great and ſmall, and the treaſures of the houſe of 


„ the Lord, and the treaſures of the kings and of his 


« princes; all theſe he brought to Babylon. And 
« they burnt the houſe of God, and brake down the 
„ wall of Jeruſalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof 
© with fire, and deſtroyed all the goodly veſſels there- 
« of, And them that had eſcaped from the {word car- 


« ried he away to Babylon; where they were ſervants. 


ce to him and his ſons, until the reign of the kingdom 


cc of Perſia. To fulfil the word of the Lord by the 


© mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her 
* ſabbaths: for as long as ſhe lay deſolate ſhe kept 
« ſabbath, to tulfil threeſcore and ten years.” _ 
Thus the nation of Judah was taken captive by the 
reat king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, and continu- 
ed in the hands of the Chaldeans, till the reign of his 


La 


grandſon, Belſhazzar ; in whoſe reign Cyrus, who, at 


that time, commande the Perfian army, made a ſuc- 
ceſsful attack upon Babylon, took pofleſſion of it, and 


flew Belſhazzar, the king“. Cyrus himſelf afterwards 


came to the throne of Perſia. Under him the kingdoms 
of the Medes and Perſians were united in one empire, 


the | 


' | 
Dan. v. 30, 21 
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the vaſt territories of the Chaldeans, and other con. 
quered nations were added to it, ſo that it conſiſted 
of one hundred and twenty, and afterwards of one 
hundred and twenty-ſeven provinces*. Thus the 
captives of Judah were now in the hands of Cyrus. 
« And the Lord ſtirred up the ſpirit of Cyrus the King 
of Perſia, and he made a proclamation throughout 
« all his kingdom, and put it allo in writing. Thus 
« faith Cyrus king of Perfia, the Lord God of heaven 
« hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth ; and 
« he hath charged me to build him an houſe at Jeruſa- 
lem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you 

« of all his people? His God be with him, and let 


«him go up to Jeruſalem, which is in Judah, and 


build the houſe of the Lord God of Iſrael, (He is 
the God) which is at Jeruſalem. And whoſoever 
„ remaineth in any place, where he ſojourneth, 
« ſet the men of the place help him with filver, 
and with gold, and with goods, and with beaſts, 
A beſides the free-will-offering for the houſe of 
« God, that is in Jeruſalem.” “Then roſe up the 
chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the 
* Prieſts, and the Levites, with all them whoſe ſpirit 
God had raiſed, to go to build the houſe of the Lord 
in Jeruſalem$.” But while they attempted to re- 
build the temple and the city, they were harraſſed 
and perplexed by the Samaritans; and partly on 
this account, and partly through the negligence of 
the Jews themſelves, the work ccafed till the ſecond 
rar of Darius the fon of Hyſtaſpes . ES 
In the ſecond year of Darius, the two prophets, Ze- 
chariah and Haggai were commiſſioned of God to 
route and encourage the people to haſten the work, 
and exert themſelves in it. And almoſt two vears 
| Ur this, the Jews ſent two principal men, Sherezer 
and Regem-melech, to conſult with the prieſts an} 
tie prophets, reſſecting the faſts which had been Gb. 


B 2 ſervesl 
Compare Eſther i. 1. Dan. vi. 1. § 2 Chron. XI Xvi. 22, 27, 
Anni. f inn. e. Tech. i. 


Tech. i. 1. Hag. i. 1. N 
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ſerved among them during their captivity, and whe. 
ther theſe faſts ſhould ſtill be continued? Theſe 
faſts were kept in four different months, and on four 
different occaſions. One in the fort: month, be— 
cauſe in that month, the city Jeruſalem was evacuat- 
ed, or broken up, by reaſon of the grievous famine 
that was cauſed by the fiege of the Chaldean army, 
which army, upon this, purſued and took Zedekiah 
the king of Judah“. Another in the f#/2h month, 


becauſe in this month, Nebuzaradan, the king of 


Babylon's General, burnt the city and the templeg, 
Another in the /eventh month, on account of the mut. 
der of Gadeliah, by Iſhmael; which Gedaliah, Ne. 
buchadnezzar had made governor of thoſe people 
who continued in the land of Judah, at the begin. 
ning of their captivityÞ. And laſtly, one in the 
| Fenth month, becauſe Nebuchadnezzar began the 
ſiege of the city in that month. This ſiege conti- 
nued about iueteen months, and ended in the entire 
conqueſt and ruin of Jeruſalem. 5 


In anſwer to the enquiry of the two men abore. 


mentioned, Sherezer and Regem-melech, after gi- 
ving them proper inſtructions and reproofs, our pro- 


phet affures them, that the faſts they had ſo long 
kept, ſhould be turned into feaſtings. Thus faith 


« the Lord of hoſts; the faſt of the forrth mouth, 
* and the faſt of the , and the faſt of the 


« ſeventh, and the faſt of the /enrh, ſhall be rothe | 
<« houſe of Judah joy and gladneſs, and cheer- | 


ful feaſts, therefore love the truth and peace.“ 


As it he had ſaid, „ you ſhall now no longer 
ſpend your time in faſting and forrow, but in 
joy and feſtivity; you ſhall abound with plenty, and 


proſperity ſhall attend you.” Therefore now be di. 


ligent in obſerving the directions of your Gd, 


Love the truth and peace.” I take it for granted the 


advice | 


? Zech. Vil. l, 2, 3. gc. ® See 2 Kings, rv. 3, 4: Jer. x xi. 
2. 14, 6, 7. $I Comp. 2 Kings, xxv. 8, 9. Jer. Ui. 12,13. Zech 
vii. 3. + 2 Kings. xxv, 22, Jer. xli. 1, || Jer: lil. 4. 2 Ning 
xxv. 1. | an . 
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alrice here given is applicable to myſelf, and my pre- 
ent audience, and neceflary for us to obſerve, as well 
x5 the ancient Jews. I beg leave, therefore to call 
your diligent attention to it. In order to improve it 
in as profitable a manner as I can, with a view to my 
prelent defign ; I aſk leave to divide it into two diſtinct 
parts, and conſider it as containing a two-fold exhorta- 
tion. Love the 7ru/4,—and love peace. 

With regard to the firſt, let us confider—what is 
meant by Truth, propoſed as the object of our love and 
eſteem, what this Truth contains in it, and to what it 
extends, —the ule and importance of the truth, and 
how we are to manifeſt our love and eſteem for it. 

[. I beg leave to call your attention to /e Truth 
here propoſed, as the object of your love and efteem. 

In the new teſtament, our blefied Saviour calls him- 
ſelf the Truth *. This appellation belongs to him, as 
he is the true ſubſtance of the Jewiſh types and ſha- 
cows, which were intended to them, as emblematical 
or typical repreſentations of him, and of the bleſſings 
that flow from him to believerss. He 1s alſo the au— 
thor and fountain of ruth, in all things that relate to 
the happineſs of man. He only gives rue and ſolid 
ansfaction to a foul oppreſſed with a ſenſe of fin, and 
enquiring after everlaſting felicity. He was likewiſe 
the great“ teacher tent from God,“ to give a full ac- 
count of his heavenly Father's will to us poor ignorant 
anners ; and to give us thoſe %e and infallible direc- 
tions in the way to heaven, which whoever follows, 
will affuredly arrive ſafe at the regions of never-ending 
cory, In this ſenſe, he is /e truth, in oppoſition to 
al the errors we have imbibed, through the, native 
darkneſs of our minds, the wildneſs of our fancies, the 
__ GOrruption of our education, our connections in life, 
And the traditions of men, by which we are continually 
— inounded, and too frequently entnared. Put it docs 
lot appear that this appellation is ever given to our 
Lord in the old teſtament , or that the prophet has 
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here any particular regard to him. And therefore, 
though he is the chief object of love; though he de- 
mands our higheſt eſteem, as * the chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand,” and © altogether lovely,“ we cannot ap. 
ply the text immediately to him; nor does my preſent 
defign call me to conſider the ſubject in this view. 
Again: Truth frequently ſignifies the exact conform. 
ity of our words with the facts we relate, and the ſub- 
jects we ſpeak of; and in this ſenſe, ſtands in oppoſi- 
tion to lying, equivocation, and all mental reſerxes of 
every kind, when we are called to give teſtimony reſpect- 
ing civil or religious matters, as well as in common con- 
verſation. And in this ſenſe 7he 7rnth is highly worthy 
of our love and eſteem ; while lying, 1n all its various 
forms, ought to be regarded with deteſtation and abhor- 


| rence, as the bane of correſpondence and commerce: 


as that which renders us like the old ſerpent, the devil, 
who is © the father of lies,” and has been a har from 
the beginning. Lies diſcover the author or propagator 
of them to be unfit for the ſociety of mankind, and a 


nuiſance in the world; and finally, we are affured, in 


the moſt poſitive manner, by infallibility itſelf, that © all 


liars ſhall have their part in the lake that burns with fire 
and brimſlynec, which is the ſecond death*.” 


How awfully extenſive is this expreſſion, A. liars!” 


Some lie for worldly profit; ſome for tear; ſome toexcite 


merriment; ſome in conformity to others; but whatever 
is the motive or deſign, they muſt all, without repent- 


ance, have their place in a flaming hell; for © the mouth | 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it.” In this ſenſe ru is fre- 


quently underſtood in ſcripture; and ſeveral expreſſions 
in the chapter where my text lics, ſeem to countenance 


this application of the text itſelf. But I confets | do | 
not ſee any inconteſtible proof that we ought thus to ap- 


ply it, and, much leſs, confine it to this only. And 


{uch application of it would be a little alien from my 


preſent defign ; as I with in this dilcourſe, to recom- 
mend „e truth to your warmeſt attention and eſteem 
in a ditlerent point of light. 


Rev. xxi 8. 


Fs 


THE CONSISTENT CHRISTIAN, 11 


The truth, then, frequently ſignifies the real and ge- 
mine revelation which the bleſſed God has been pleated 
o make of himſelf and his will to mankind. This he 
formerly revealed by his prophets ; and afterwards, by 
his ſon Jeſus, and thoſe whom he commiſſioned to 
go into all the world, and preach the goſpel to 
erery creature“. And they were endowed with 
{ach powers to work miracles, and foretel future 
erents, as gave the moſt inconteſtible evidence to up- 
right and attentive minds, that they were meſſengers 
ent from God, and that their meſſage was divine. 
Their writings and diſcourſes are now put together, by 
divine direction, in that book we emphatically call the 
ſcriptures, which book carries along with it the moſt 
inefragable marks that God is the author of it.“ 
Now ſince the canon of ſcripture was completed, what 
| i; contained in the Bible, with regard to ourſelves, to 

the bleſſed God, the way of falvation, or the dutics in- 

cumbent on mortals, is eminently, and moſt juſtly cal- 
led THE TRUTH in general; though in this ſenſe 

it is fometimes more immediately applied to the g/ 

pel, or that part of ſcripture which reveals the love 

and grace of God to ſinful and miſerable man. 

Truth, thus conſidered, is contradliſtinguiſhed to 

al mere opinions and ſentiments, and oppoted to all 
human traditions and inventions, and to every thing 
_  adranced or enjoined by others, without a * thus 
 {atth the Lord,” to ſupport it. FP 
I Vill not poſitively athrm that this is the meaning of 
the prophet in the words now before me. But as this 
interpretation of the words is a very important and 
(ciptural one, I beg leave, as moit agrecable to my 
Preient deſign, thus to apply and confider them in the 
| following diſcourſe. I therefore, proceed farther to 

__ -obſerve. 


Mar. xvi. 16. 
: In the former and more general ſenſe, the word is uſed Pſal. 
cut. 142. Iſai. xxvi. 2. John xviii. 17, &c. &c. Jn the latter, 
| Epbeſ.1, 13. Col. i. 5. 2 Theil. ii. 10 — 12, 13, aud many other 
4 places, £ 7 af | 
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obſerve, what the Truth, thus underſtood, contains 
in it, and to what it extends. 
1. The great characteriſtic of Truth, in facred mat- 
ters, is, that * the Lord hath ſpoken it.“ The word 
of the Lord is our o/ guide, and it is Our perfect 
guide and directory in all matters of religion, both re- 
_ tpecting faith and practice. Whatever cannot be 
found expreſſed or implied in that divine book, what. 
ever cannot by fair, obvious, allowed rules of reatoning 
or interpretation, be deduced from it, is not to be ad- 
mitted as truth ; and whenſoever, whereſoever, or b 
vhomſoever afferted, it is to be rejected with a holy 
_ indignation, by all who defire to be © taught of God,” 
or led in the ſafe way to glory. Thou art that God, 
and thy words be true,” was the addrets of holy David 
to his makert. And a greater than David, even He 
who is the root and offspring of David, in his latt pray- 
er with his diſciples, ſays to his heavenly Father, 


Thy word is Truth.“ — Whatſoever is not contained 


in the ſacred oracles, though it be not evidently con- 
trary to them, is to be laid aſide as a mere opinion or 
lentiment, and conſequently as a matter of no weight 
in religion at all, and no way belonging to mortals ; for 
A ſecret things belong unto the Lord our God, but 
things that are revealed belong to us and to our chil- 
tren, to do all the words of this law*.,”” And whoever 
advances or recommends this, ought to be reminded 
of that ancient piece of wholeſome advice, “add not 
to his words, leſt he reprove thee, and thou be found a 
liars.“ It what is afferted, or recommended to prac- 
tice be contrary to feripture, it is to be rejected with 
facred abhorrence, as a contradiction to the Mott 
Itoh, whic't can have no tendency but to poiſon and 
C of men EEE: : 
2. T!wheoniidered in this extentive ſenſe, includes 
nhaterer is declared in tcripture, as neceffary to be 
kaowa and belicyed, or recommended to our attention 
3 there 
Sem. vii. 23; | John xvii« 17. D2ut, x8iS. 29. 
Y TY» SIS. Oo is a mn | 8 | 
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| there, as needful to be performed in every circumſtance 
, N doctrine; whatever is recorded reſpecting the 
nature and perfections of God the Father, his wiſdom, 
dis power, his holineſs, or grace, —reſpecting the 
| plefled Redeemer, his nature, his perſon, his offices, 
his work; the capacity in which he ſtood when here on 
earth, in the days of his fleſh ; the bleſſings he procured 
for guilty men ; the number, the character, the ſtate, 
of thoſe for whom he laid down his precious life; the 
way to be happy by him ;—or the dignity, perſonality, 
cr operations of the Holy Spirit, and whatever relates to 
the falvation and happineſs, or to the damnation and 
| miſery of mortals, it is all contained in 2 zruth. 
| Whatever is conjectured without ſcripture evidence, 
| 65 utterly infignificant and uſeleſs; and whatever is con- 
my to ſcripture, is to be regarded as error and falſe- 
hood, and in proportion to its influence on our minds, 
tempers, and lives, is deſtructive to the ſouls of thoſe 
| who receive it; as will be more manifeſt under the 
C DE 
| As to any branch of duty; whatever is recommend- 
ed to our practice in the word of God, the obſervance 
of it is a matter of infinite conſequence; becauſe by 


| being contained in ſcripture, it is ſtamped with auths- 


nty of infinite weight. The zruth, in 2 of duty, 
contains in it, whatever we ought to perform in ſecret, 
er in public life; towards our glorious Creator, or 
ay of our fellow - creatures; in civil or religious mat- 
ters ; in the cloſet, the family, the church, or the 

world. In this extenſive ſenſe, I wiſh to be under- 

ſtood, when ſpeaking of the truth, in the following rc = 
marks; though ſeveral of them, as well as of the ſcrip- 
tures referred to, may more eminently reſpect the 9 


ee or that ſpecial part of ſcripture which reveals thre 


nch grace of God to miſerable ſinners, and is, indeed, 
 ndwded in /e truth, thus largely underſtood, but not 
dhe whole of it, | | i ag 

D C . 
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II Let us then conſider the uſe and importance of 
the truth, that we may more clearly apprehend the va. 
luc of it, and more cordially love and eſteem it. 

1. Conſider the author of e truth. — All ſcripture 
is given by inſpiration of God.” The dignity of him 
who ſpeaks 1s allowed to be one conſideration which de. 
mands our regard to what is ſpoken. Thus the fame 
advice, direction, or counſel, delivered by a prince, is 
conſidered as more weighty, than if it was delivered by 


a mean peaſant. Where the word of a king is, 


there is power“ The Lord is the king of heaven 
and carth. And certainly his words have power enough 


in them to fill with an awful ſolemnity, to pleaſe, and 


to attract the attention of all the inhabitants of univer- 
fal nature. The truths of icripture arc all the product 
of perfect wiſdom; and all proceed from him whoſe 
 *« underſtanding is infinite.” Every thing amiable 
and delightful preſents itſelf to our view, when, by 
faith, we behold the bleſſed God; And every thing 


lovely, defirable, and ſubſtantially profitable, is con-. 


tained in his precious word of rut. © God is love.“ 


He has declared this of himſelf, and made it manifes | 


in all. his works; but eſpecially, in the aſtoniſhing gift 


of his dear ſon, to expire on the croſs, for a loſt world. 5 
And when he vouchſafes to ſpeak to his creatures, ſhall 


his declarations be flighted, or his commands and di- 


rections be trifled with? God forbid | The words cf ſuch 


a Being ſhould be our © meditation day and night*.” 
Let us © hide them in our hearts, that we may not ſin 
againſt himy.” ET . 
2. The gracious end for which it is given, and the 
ſuitableneſs and ability of it to accompliſh that end, 


thould recommend the truth to our moſt affectionate e- 
gard and eſteem. We, by tin, are expoſed to endlel> 


condemnation. For * the wages of fin is deathF.” 


Whatever 


21 Tim. 13.16. J Feclef. vii: 4. * Palm, i. 2. f Pl. | 


OO = E e © 
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Whatever is deſigned and calculated to recover us from 
our fallen ſtate is certainly? worthy of all acceptation*,” 
and ought to be received with the moſt unfeigned gra- 
titude of mind, and loved with all our hearts. Such 
« the truth of God, contained in his bleſſed word, eſ- 
pecially the goſpe]. What is recorded of the bleſſed 
Telus, faith the beloved diſciple, was © written that ye 
might believe that Jeſus is the ſon of God, and, that 
believing, ye might have life through his namey.” 
What can delight our minds, what can rejoice our 
| hearts, what can attract our attention, in compariſon 
| of that book which is given by the © God of all grace” 
| to reſtore us, poor, condemned, ruined creatures to 
the enjoyment of preſent and everlaſting life and joy? 
And the word of God is capable of anſwering the 
| end for which it is given. His wiſdom forbids him to 
give his word for a purpoſe which it is not able to ac- 
compliſh. We are, therefore, aſſured that the gotpel 
is © the power of God to ſal vation, to every one that 
believeth-.” and that the ingrafted word is able to fave 
your ſouls !.“ „„ — 

3. The truth of God, is, in fact, efficacious to ac- 
compliſh this glorious purpoſe, wherever it is received, 
and takes laſting place in the mind. The entrance 
of it giveth light, it giveth underſtanding to the ſim- 
ple.“ „ Of his own will begat he us, by the word cf 
mul,“ is the devout acknowlelgement of an inf{pire:l 

Apoſtle. And another, who was under the fame in- 
fillidle direction, obſerves, that the ſaints are “bora 
Jun, not of corruptible feed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever, 
eren that word, which by the goſpel is preached unto 
198%.” „ Thelaw of the Lord is perfect, converting 


| fie loul; the teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making 
ve the fimple. The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, 


, » | Bl 55 | . | 5 | . 
| : Tim, „ 15. F. John xx. 21. + Rom. i 1. 6. 1 Jam. i. 21. 
kun crix. 43. 9 James i. 18. 4 £ Vet. i. 23-25. 


: 
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rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is, 
pure, enlightning the eyes. The goſpel was former. 


#0 ly, though not with equal perſpicuity and evidence, 
preached to the carnal liraelites, in the wilderneſs, with 
whom the blefſed God was grieved forty years, and to 


whom he ſware in his wrath, that on account of their 


continued infidelity and iniquity they ſhould not enter 


into his reſt. To them wes the goſpel preached, as 
well as to us; but the word preached did not profit 


them.” What was the reaſon of this? The Apoſtle 


informs us; © Becauſe it was not mixed with faith in 


them that heard it*.” Even Satan himſelf is aware of 


this; and therefore when the word 15 preached, he art- 
fully watcheth his, opportunity, againſt poor ſinners, and 
too often © taketh away the word out of their hearts, 
Teſt they ſhould believe and be favedy.” If the bleſſed 


word of God be given for ſuch glorious ends, and ef- 
fectual to ſuch divine purpoles, ſhall we not then love 


and eſteem it ? Shall any thing on earth be equally, be 


comparably dear to our fouls ? Shall not all our powers 


unite in acknowledging to the praiſe and glory of its 


| infinitely great, holy, and wiſe author, that © it is more 


to be deſired than gold, yea, than much fine gold? 
Shall not all who know 1ts efficacy confets that it is 


ſweeter than honey and the honey-comb +?” 


4. By the truth of God, contained 1n his word, the 


 b:liever makes advances in faith, in love, in comfort, 
and in every part of holineſs. And therefore the ſaints 


are exhorted “ as new-born babes, to delire the fincere 
milk of the word, that they may grow thereby.“ 
The uſe and value of divine truth in this view, ſcems 
to have been a great ſupport to the mind of the apot- 
tle, in his moſt affectionate farewell to the Ephefian 
Elders. ** And now, brethren,” ſays he, © 1 com- 
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which 


is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance | 
| | e Ss 


2 Pal. zxix; 7, 8. Comp, Heb. iii. 17,18, 19. iv. 2. 5 Luke 


. 


vin. 12. t Plal. xix. 10. 1 2 Peter 11. 4. 
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among all them which are ſanctified“. There is eve- 
xy thing in the word of truth, that is neceflary for the 
motion of our proſperity in holineſs and comfort. 
Every doctrine to inſtruct, and every promiſe to en- 
courage and ſupport under the heavieſt trials and bur- 
thens; with every imaginable inducement to run 
with patience the race that is ſet before us;“ and, 
« forgetting the things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth to the things which are before; to preſs to- 
wards the mark, for the prize of the high calling, of 


\ Godin Chriſt Jeſus)” Amidſt all his weakneſs, and 


ſtruggles with Satan, with the world, and with -inbred 
fn, the believer is {till comforted with the full aſſurance 
Tom the word of infallible Truth, that“ the Grace of 
Chriſt is ſufficient for him,” and that, in all theſe 
things, he ſhall be © more than conqueror through 
him who loved him.“ Does he ſtand in need of ſpi- 
ritual ſtrength, quickening and comfort; he is taught 
in the tendereſt manner, and with the fulleſt affurance, 
that his heavenly Father is ever ready, with more than 
parental love and tenderneſs, © to give his Holy Spirit 
to them that aſk him.“ And while, after all, he will 
| certainly be apprehenſive of various defects, he has the 
comfort of being © accepted in the Beloved,” anc of 
being © complete in Him who is the Head of all prin- 
cipality and power ;“ and that the Lord Jeſus is, of 
God, made to him, wiſdom, righteouſnels, fanctifi- 
cation, and redemption+4.” In a word; the ruth of 
| bod affords every encouragement, every conſolation 
and ſupport, and every ſtimulating inducement to walk 
on his way, with joy, towards his heavenly Father's 
houſe above, and to ſing, as he marches forwards, 
« He that hath lov'd us beats us throvgh ; 
And makes us more than conq'rors too.” 


Thus 


7 Ac 2x. 325 {I Phil. Hi. 13, 14. 1 Rom. viii. it. 2 Cor, 
a 9, || Luke . 11. F Ephel. i. C. Col. ii. 10. + 1 Cor. i 30 
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Thus the rut of God is the ſupport of the ſoul. 
Does the appetite reliſh delicious food? Does the new- 
born babe love the milk of its mother's breaſt ? Surely 
then, all who have taſted that the Lord is gracious,” 
will love and efteem the nouriſhing, comforting, quick- 
ening, ſupporting 2 of God. . 

5. The truth of God is a ſafe, and the only ſafe direc- 


tory in the way of holinels, and ſhews us what is right 


and wrong in all the ſeveral branches of doctrine and 
duty, through every ſcene of life. By nature we are 


full of dreadful darkneſs with regard to the things of 


God, and the way to be happy. The heathen world 
by wiſdom knew not God“. Nor ſhould we be at 
all ſuperior to them, were it not that we are inſtruct. 
ed by the oracles of infallible truth. Hence it is an in- 
conteſtible fact, that in thoſe parts, and even in thoſe 
families where the ſcriptures are not attentively read, 
the will of God is not known, nor have the inhabitants 


any knowledge how mankind are made happy, more 
than the inhabitants of heathen countries, except by 


fome unconnected traditions and common reports; and 


both reaſon and fa& ſhew that it cannot be otherwiſe, 


to any who diſregard the bible. For “ darkneſs co- 
vers the earth, and groſs darkneſs the people.” Hence 


alſo it evidently comes to pais, that many things ap- 


proved in ſcripture, are condemned as wrong; and 
many things condemned in ſcripture, are approved, 
both in matters of religion and morality, for no other 
reaſon than becauſe men have been accuſtomed to hear, 
or to think the contrary. But the word of the Lord 15 


a © Lamp to our feet, and a light to our path*.” It 
anſwers, in this dark world, the purpoſe of a- 
lamp, in a dark room, or a lantern to one that walks 
in a dark night. By the word of God the chriſtian may 
know where he is walking, how far he is advanced in 
conformity to his great pattern, and wherein he is de- 


fective. He can diſcover the ſnares and danzers which 


lie in his road to heaven, and how to avoid them. He 
N Can 


® 3, Cor. i. 12, * Plalm cxiz. 105. ir. 32. 
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n “ ponder the path of his feeth,” and © remove 
his foot from evil,” and thereby through divine aſſiſ- 
tance, which he 1s wg 4 to pray for, and ſure to 
receive, he can eſcape thoſe follies which © grieve the 
holy ſpirit of God, whereby he 1s ſealed to the day of 


| redemption.” For the word of God, which he makes 


his daily companion, and in which he © meditates day 
and night,” is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto 
al good works.“ Surely then, every one who deſires to 
enjoy ſolid peace of mind, to honour his gracious Fa- 
ther, to be an example to others, or to © lay up trea- 
ture in heaven, will moſt cordially and affectionately 
love the truth. _ „ TT = 
6. What is performed in religious worſhip according 
| tothe truth of God, is acceptable to him, and what is 
not done according to his direction, but is a tradition 
or invention of men, 1s diſapproved by him, and of no 
le to him who performs it. This is very evident from 
the nature of things, from the diſpoſition of all maſters; 
and from the relation in which they ſtand to their ſer- 
raus; and it is moſt awfully demonſtrated in the caſe 
| of Aaron's ſons, who © took either of them a cenſor, 
and put fire thereon, and offered ſtrange fire before the 


Lord, which he COMMANDED them not. And 


there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, 
and they died before the Lord. Then Moles faid unto 
Aaron, this is that which the Lord ſpake, ſaying, I 
wil be ſanctified in them that come nigh me, and be- 
tore all the people I will be glorified*.” And it is po- 
tively confirmed by our bleſſed Saviour, when to e- 
Vince the iniquity and folly of the Jewiſh traditions, he 
tus, “ In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for doc- 


mines the commandments of men.“ Would we then 


| »9tthip the blefled God, ſo as to er di nenn and. 
| a | es ar ed 5 55 preſence, 


9 hs iv, 26, 27. + Epheſ. iv. 32. 4 2 Tim. ili. 16, 17. 3 
: Lev. X, 1. 2, z. f Mat. XV. 9. : 5 | ; 
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preſence, rather than his frown, let his command he 
the foundation of all our worſhip, and let us hereby 
prove that we /ove the truth. 

It can never be that an untruth ſhould be attended 
with the divine approbation and bleſſing; or that a. 
ny doctrine or practice, which is not ſtamped with 


the authority of God, thould be owned Ws, > | 
advance his intereſt and kingdom. It is abſurd to 
Imagine that the holy and jealous Sovereign of the 


univerfe ſhould ſmile on that which does not come 


from himſelf ; or that he ſhould employ falſehoods 
to convert ſinners, or to edify his ſaints; or that he 
ſhould countenance what we aftert, enjoin, or per. 


form in contempt of his word, or even in the negle& 
of it, however it may be approved by our fellow. 
mortals; whatever be their rank, ſtation or dignity, 


Hence he fo poſitively chargeth his prophets and 


preachers, under both diſpenſations, to ſpeak his 
word, and to teach according to that, without any 


alteration, addition, or diminution. *© Hear the 
word at my mouth”—* ſpeak unto them, and tell 


them, Thus faith the Lord. He that heareth let 


him hear; and he that forbearcth, let him forbear?.”. 4 


« Tf any man fpeak, let him ſpeak as the oracles of 


God.“ © For I teftify unto every man that heareth 


the words of the prophecy of this book: If any man 


mall add unto theſe things, God ſhali add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book: And if a- 


ny man ſhall take away from the words of the book 


of this prophecy, God ſhall take away his Part out 
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and 


from the things that are written in ehis books.” 


Nlay theſe awful words duly affect our 3 and 


repare us tO enquire, 


III. In what manner our love and eſtcem for the 
er th, ought to be m- unteſted. 


I Seek 


* Fark. iii. 11-17-19. i Pet. i 17. § Ker. zii. 18, 19. 
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1. Seek carneſtly to know what is rut, and to be 
well eſtabliſhed in every part of it. If it be of ſuch 
aſt uſe and value, as we have ſeen it is, certainly it 
deſerves all our labour to come to the knowledge and 
poſſeſſion of it. The merchandize of it 1s better 
than the merchandize of ſilver, and the gain thereof 
than fine gold. She 1s more precious than rubies, and 
all things you can defire are not to be compared to 
ber F. © Search the ſcriptures,” which are the foun- 
tain of it, and the depoſitum, in which this ſacred and 
invaluable treaſure is laid up for every honeſt diligent. 
enquirer. Remember the honourable teſtimony which 
tie holy ſpirit gives of the Bereans, who when they 
| heard the apoſtles preach, they © ſearched the ſcrip- 

_ tures daily, whether thoſe things were ſo“.“ Be not 
afraid to 1mitate theſe noble and illuſtrious men. 
Their conduct is ſtamped with the approbation of hea- 
ven. Let nothing deter you from the imitation of it. 
Take nothing upon truſt, from me or from any preacher 
or uvriter in the world. Be thankful for all the aſſiſtance 
bey give you. But be careful that nothing take place in 
jour mind as Truth, which hath not a “ Thus faith 
the Lord” to ſupport it. Search the ſcriptures with 
carneft prayer for divine illumination and direction. 

Cry at the Lord's feet, with an ancient, eminent faint, 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy Jaw$.” Breathe out, in your own 
behalf, the prayer of Paul for the Epheſians, That 
the God of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, 
mar give unto you the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation 
in the knowledge of lim: The eyes of your under- 
tanding being cnlightened, that ye may know what 
r the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the 
gory of his inhcritance in his faints ; and what is the 


| Acccting great neis of his power to us-ward who be- 


lere according to the working of his mighty power||.”? 
Make the ſeriptures the ſubject of your * medita- 
an day and niglit s.“ This is the employment of nim 

$8 whom 


| 1 Pro.. iä. 4. 15. 1 John v. 39. Acts xxvii. 11. 8 Pal, 
eu. 1. 2 Eptef, I, 2 18, 19. 8 P!u!. K 2. 
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whom David pronounces a bleſſed man. Let it be your 
cinployment. Remember how the Pfalmiſt came 10 


have „ more underſtanding than all his teachers.” Hy 


himſelf gwes the realon. ** For thy teſtimonies are 
my meditation.“ TI exhort you to purſue the ſame 
method, and labour hereby to have more underſt andi 


than all tho! e who teach you. Don't trifle in this glo- 
rious purſuit. Dig deep into theſe rich mines of {acred 


intelligence, that the © word of Chriſt may dwell in 
you richly, in all wikdom}.” Thus you will manifeſt 
your love and regard for che truth; ; and may hope tg 
arrive at an eſtabliſhed knowledge of it. 

2. When you ſpcak o facred ſubjects, take care that 
you ſpeak according to truth. Whether your converla- 
tion be with friends or with foes ; whether your inter- 


views be ſtated or occational ; whoever aſks your 

advice; whether you inſtruct your families, or meet 
for conſultation with chriſtian friends, remember this 
one rule, If any man ſpeak, let him tpeak as the ora- 


cles of God.“ Let theſe teach you all, and from 


| theſe always © teach and admoniſh one another.” It 


you don't know what the fcripture teaches on the ſub- 


Ject in queſtion, don't you ſpeak upon it. At leaft net 


poſitively. It you venture to ſpcak at all, let it be with 
caution and diflidence, as 2 matter of mere ſentiment, 


and not as a branch of 77:17. When we can talk at ran- 
dom in divine matters; when we can aflert without e- 


vident {cripture teſtimony „and recommen:] this or the 


other practice, as matter of duty, without divine au— 


thority to enforce it; we give very ſtrong prot that 
we have but little love ſor the truth. \Vhen this is 
our practice, it is much to be feared, that we are in- 


tent upon ſome carnal defign, more fond of gain- 


ing credit to our own private opinions, or of promoting 
ſome party Giltineuon, or human tradition, than 
„ by maniteſtation of He ti 1h, to commend Ourtelvcs 
to Coy INAL 'S CONLCICNCO 11 1 the lig ht of Gody.” 


+ Fa, exix. 99. : Col. iii. 10. 1 Pet. iv. 21. {$ 2 Cor. . 4 
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„ At all events, ſtedfaſtly and reſolutely abide by the 
auth, whatever you ſuffer by it; and that in every 
| branch of it, both reſpecting principle and practice. 
| « Buy the zruth,” whatever it coſt you. But * fel] it 
bot“, though you could be poſſeſſed of all the trea- 
| fares of the Indies, or of the univerſe, in exchange for 
+ It is, as we have ſeen already, a pearl of ineffable 
value, which can never be purchaſed too dear. And 
could you barter the leaſt part of it for all the world can 
afford, your fin would be great, and your lols would 
be irreparable. Your fin would be great as you would 
hereby throw away a jewel ſo highly eſteemed by the 
bleſſed God himſelf, and which he employs tor tuch 
glorious purpoſes, in the converſion, the comfort, and 
| the edification of men. And your loſs would be irrepa- 
able; as you part with the beſt poſſeſſions enjoyed by 
mortals below the ſkies. The truth retained, and 
practically improved, will make you © rich towards 
God,” © rich in faith,” and “ rich in good works.“ 
And by a practical attention to it, you © lay up trea- 
lure in heaven, which ſhall be your pofleGion when 
* the earth, and all the works that are in it, ſhall be 
burnt up.” Be wile therefore, brethren, and “prove 
al things” by the ſacred oracles ; and“ holdfaft that 
wich is good,“ even though you could gain all the 
tiendſhip, the honours, and riches of the world, in 
leu of it. . 5 
Keeping the truth, and abiding by it, is fo impor- 
tant that it is mentioned as a ſpecial part of the cha- 
acterof thoſe who ſhall be admitted into the New Tel- 
amcnt Church, in the prophet's admirable ſong on 
tat fubject, Open ye the gates, that the righteous 
ion, which keepeth ie truth,” or the truths, © may 
enter in“. And the apoſtle mentions it as one of the 
„ 1 marks 
| Prov. xziii. 22. & Theſ. v. 21. 
Ja. wevi 2. The Hebrew word is plural, eie veritates, 


* TP, and ſcems to intend all the ſeveral branches of truth, ex- 
—_Whredin the goſpel, | 


| 
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marks or proofs of degeneracy and vpoſtacy in tlie latter 
times, that the profeſſors of chriſtianity will © turn a. 
way their ears from he 7ruth, and be turned unto fa. 
bles$.” And he exhorts Titus, © rebuke them {harply, 
that they may be found in the faith. Not giving heed 
to Jewiſh fables, and commandments of men, which 


turn from the truth{}.” The martyrs are repreſented : 


to John, as © ſlain for the word of God, and for the 
teſtimony which they held$.” Life itlelf is not to be 


compared with divine truth; and whoever, if providen- 
tially called to it, ſhall venture his life in defence and 


ſupport of it will aſſuredly find the advantage of it, 
when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men, according 


to the goſpel*.” Let all theſe conſiderations excite in 
you an ardent love to the truth; and a holy attention 


to the Apoſtle's direction. Beware leſt any man ſpoil 
you through philofophy and vain deceit, after the tra- 
dition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 
m—__——__ ́ ˖ lj 

4. Be valiant for e tritt. Support it with pru- 
dence and meekneſs, according to the ability which 
God ſhall give you; and when it is needful, it you be 


capable of it, contend for it in love. There have always f 
been oppoſers of it. Such there were in the time of the | 
Apoſtle Jude.—Hence he exhorts the brethren to 


« contend earneſtly for the faith which was once deli- 
vered to the Saints.” Far be it from me to encou- 
rage the noiſe and din of controverſy; or to adviſe the 


friends of the truth to be perpetually fomenting con- 
tentions and diſputes. Theſe have ſeldom done good. 


They have frequently done much harm. Few com- 


mon profeſſors are qualified to be engaged in them. 
But every chriſt*:.-, ought to be ſo well acquainted with 


his bible, as to be able to refer to the words or place of 
ſcripture where any truth or command is written, if 
requiſite, in order to defend what be believes or per- 


forms 


$ 2 Tin. ic, 4. 1 Tit . 3.35. 340 $ Rev. vi. 9. Rom, ii, 16. 
7 Col. 1 8. ä 
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Gras in religious matters. That contention is ſome- 
times both allowable and needful, the words of the 
apoſtle juſt mentioned, plainly ſhew; and the beſt and 
moſt uſeful method of contending generally is, to op- 
poſe error by the plain words of ſcripture, and inſiſting 
that the truth of God be regarded before the opinions 
and traditions of men. And molt chriſtians are quali- 
fed for little more than this. = 

VALOUR for lie truth is allo made manifeſt by a 
| ready and free acknowledgement of it on all proper oc- 
} cfions; and a conſtant endeavour to ſupport it, by 
| our preſence and poſleſſions, even in the fight of its 
greateſt and warmeſt oppoſers. In this ſenſe, as well 
zz in the veracity of our converſation and tranſact ions 
with men, it is our duty and honour to be © valiant for 
the truth upon the earth*.” And that all the faints 
& ſtrive together for the faith of the golpel$,” as much 
a poſſible. For the church is the © pillar and ground 
ol the truth; and appointed, under Chriſt, to main- 
; tain and ſupport it in the world, for the glory of the 
Redeemer, the converſion of ſinners, and the edifica- 


| tion of ſaints. 


5. Shew your love to %e ruth by giving all the aſ- 


| ſtance you can, to propagate and extend the know- 


ledge of it. Common chriſtians, even Tomen, can be 
helptul in this work, and ſome were ſo formerly; and 
ſem to be particularly diſtinguiſhed and commended 
on that account, by the great Apoſtle Paul. Help 
thoſe women,” fays he, who laboured with me in 
the goſpel.” And the Apoſtle John obſerves, that we 
ought to receive ſuch as go forth in the name of Chriſt,” 
that we may be fellow-helpers to the truth. Chrif- 
tuns in common, may aſſiſt in the propagation of the 
truth, by various methods: by encouraging miniſters 
to preach and expound it in every neighbourhood, 
_ where it can be made convenient; by endeavouring to 
excite their friends, neighbours and relatives to hear 
it; 


Jer. ix. 3. 8 Phil. i. 27 $ 1 Tim, ill. 15. {| John iii, 8. 
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it; by carefully inſtructing their families in the know. 


ledge of it; the good effects of which may ſpread far 


and wide through many ſucceſſive generations, hy 


means of their deſcendants and tervants ; by taking all 
opportunities, as providence ſhall direct, to converſe 


with neighbours, friends, or relatives, on ſcriptural 
ſubjects; by exerting themſelves, to encourage, by 


their poſſeſtions, preſence and labours, every eligible 
plan of making the goſpel known among the ignorant, 
who otherwiſe would not hear it. 

We miniſters are under the ſtrongeſt obligations to 
be indefatigably aſſid uous, by thele, and all other 
practicable methods, to extend and propagate the 
knowledge of the truth; and we ardeatly requeſt, 
and ſhall gratefully acknowledge all the aſſiſtance 


our people can give us in doing it. And we are af. 
ſured that their “ labours ſhall not be in vain in the 
 Lord*.” Even thoſe who can do little more in this 
_ weighty affair, can pray for us, that we may be en- 
abled by our great maſter to © teſtify the goſpel 
of the grace of God,” in every place, and at all 
times, when it can be done with propriety ; and that 
ſuch a meaſure of /eraice, and every other qua. 
liſication may be given to us, that we may © open 


27 


our mouths boldly,” and “ ſpeak as we ought to 


ipeak,” and that in his infinite mercy, he may ſuc- 


ceed our feeble attempts to ſpread his truth, and ad- 
vance his praile. . 
Lou can never be at a loſs for motives, brethren, 


to awaken your diligence in this good and glorious 
work. Not to mention your own advantages both 


here, and at the great rewarding day; the honour of 


your blefled Saviour, who laid down his precious | 
life for you, demands this and every other expreſſion 
of gratitude, The niifcrable condition of poor ſinners, 
who are periſhing in ignorance, in almoſt every cor— 
ner, will certainly awaken your compaſſion for — . 
. 8 


o * xi Con, : 58. 
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and lead you to ſeek their inftruction and ſalvation. 
Thev, alas! are lying in © darkneſs and the ſhadow 
of death; and, according to the complaint of our 
condeſcending and compattonate God and Father, 


ire © deſtroyed for lack of knowledge*.” And can 


we be ſo far devoid of ſympathy as not to feel a fa- 
cred anxiety that every chriſtian method ſhould be 


ried, that theſe poor blind creatures may be brought 


« to the knowledge of the, truth, and be ſaved” 
through faith in the Lord Jeſus ? But © how can 
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
Azad how can they hear without a preachery ?” 

6. Endeavour to convert thoſe to zhe truth, who err 
from it; and eſpecially, in the moſt important 
branches of it. Brethren,” ſays an ancient ſer- 


vant and friend of Chriſt; “if any of you do err 


from the truth, and one convert him ; let him know 


that he which converteth the ſinner from the error of 
his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, and hide a 
multitude of fins.” Ir is the proper buſineſs of us 


who are miniſters of the word, but it will be the ho- 
nour of every chriſtian, as far as he is able, „ in 


meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe ho oppoſe themſelves ;_ 


if God peradventure will give them repentance tov 
the acknowledging of the truth*.” When a perſon 
has once known the truth, and again departs from ir, 
he expoles himſelf to peculiar miſery: * For it had 


been better for him not to have known the way of 
nghteouſneſs, than after he hath known it, to turn 


from the holy commandment delivered unto him$.” 


Compaſſionate the caſe of ſuch pitiabie creatures 


as theſe are, brethren; and ule every method you 
can, to teſtore them to that /:://, that goſpel, which 
alone © is the power of God to their falvaticn+.” 
mund by which alone, it they ld it faſt, they 
mall certainly be ſaved !. 3 

7 Once 

P Hol. iv. 6. 8 Rom. x. 14. + Jam. v. 19. 20. 2 Tin. ii. 27 

N. No Zo Kim. . 10, ; 2 Coff zv. 2. 
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7. Once more; ſhew your love to he truth, by te- 
ducing it to practice, and thus adorning it by a holy 
temper and converſation. ** Be ye doers of the word, 


and not hearers only, deceiving your own ſelvesſ.“ 
Let every doctrine of it be practically improved, 
and every injunction ſeriouſly applied and practiſed. 


Let every part of the Lord's will be cheerfully and 


_ conſtantly obſerved, otherwiſe, as the apoſtle here 


intimates, your hopes of heaven are nothing more or 
better than ſelt-deception. 

When by a holy converſation, you adors the goſpel, 
you are ornaments to e /rith. When “ ſervants 
ſhew all good fidelity,” and conſequently, when all 


other chriſtians are faithful, punctual, and diligent in 


their reſpective ſtations and offices, they “ adorn 


the doctrine of God our Saviour*®,” Whereas, on the 
other hand, if you follow: the pernicious ways” of | 
carnal profettors, © the way of truth” will be on your | 
account, evil ſpoken ofg.” If, therefore, you neg- 


lect to reduce the doctrines of ſcripture to practice, 


if you be trifling in the performance of your Lord and 


Saviour's will, you are not the friends, but the ene- 
mies of the zruth. As a conclufion to theſe exhorta- 


tions and directions, I entreat your regard to the 
words of the great apoſtle to his beloved Philippians. 


„ Brethren,” ſays he, © be followers together of me, 


and mark them who walk fo, as ve have us for an 


example. For many walk, of whom [| have told you 


oſten, and now tell you even weeping, that they ate 
the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt: Whoſe end is de- 


ſtruction, whoſe God is their belly, and whoſe glory 


is ia their ſhame, who mind earthly things.“ — 


Take care this character be not applicable to any of. 
B-fore J diſmiſs this im portant ſubject, I beg leave 


to remars, by way of improvement, 
1. hat reaton we have to praiſe our good God for 


the 


„ Jam. i. 22. Tit. ii. 12. § 2 Pet. ii. 2. 1 Phil, iii. 17, 18, 19. 
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the word of truth! Every crumb of bread, every drop 
| of water, every ſpark of fire, every waft of air, and 

erery thread of raiment demands our gratefu} acknow- 
| kedements to the God of all grace.” But the word 
truth 15 ſuperior to theſe, and all earthly comforts, 


| + the ſoul is ſuperior to the body; as the heavens are 


| bore the carth. It is © more to be deſired than gold, 


than much fine gold: ſweeter alſo than honey, 


nnd the honey-comb“.“ It is © better than thouſands 


of gold and filvery.” Here 1s depoſited every trea- 
ute; from hence we may derive every advantage to 
erich us, and make us ſubſtantially . happy, in time, 
ind through the ages of eternity. Here are infallible 
nutructions on every facred ſubject; promiſes ſuited to 
cerery caſe, directions how to paſs honourably, and hap- 


pily through every ſcene; and to manage every con- 


een on this fide the grave. It points out, in the moſt 


| dire& manner, the certain way to avoid the flames of 
bell, and to obtain the glories and joys of heaven; and 


to lay up treaſure of infinite value in that happy 


vorld, where all the ſaints ſhall dwell with their God 


ind Saviour for evermore. 


And what adds to the value of this bleſſed book, is, 
| that the ſpecial fundamental parts of it are fo very 
| plan, For though there are lengths and breadths in. 


1 it ſufficient to employ the moſt improved and capa- 
ous underſtandings ; and depths and heighths below 
what the profoundeſt wit can penctrate, and above the 


etch of the moſt towering imagination; yet the 
_ * things that make for our peace,” the things needful - 


to be known and performed in order to our preſent 


| =tuture happinets, are eaſy and plain to the meaneſt 


tional capacity, if we be willing to be © taught of 


Goch,“ and] to follow his directions; as might be fully 
| *uce if time would admit, and the proof of it were 
of holincts, the way that 


_ Nellary, © The © way 


3 |  infallibly 


* Plal. zix. te. & al. cxix. 722. 
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infallibly leads to heaven, is ſo clearly pointed out in 


it, that * the way-faring men, though fools, ſhall no 
err therein“, if they attend ſincerely to this infallibie 
book, and follow its directions. Indeed, were it other. 


wiſe; how could we vindicate the bleſſed God, the 
author of it, who has commanded the ploughmen ang 


common labourers to believe and practiſe it; and who 
condemns the unbelieving and diſobedient with inflexi- 
ble ſeverity}? 
2. Take care that none of you, put away the 
word of God from you[|.” This was the fin and the 
ruin of the ancient Jews. Take hecd that it be not 
your fin and ruin. By putting the word away from 


Fou, Sirs, you put away life, peace, comfort, God, and 


heaven. You put away all that can do you good, or 


make you happy, through never-ending ages. Take 
care you flight not the truths of it. Remember the 


words of the apoſtle ; © Becauſe they received not the 


|  Joveof the truth, that they might be ſaved ; for this 


cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they 
ſhould believe a lie; that they all might be damned 


who believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in un- 
righteouſneſs.” NEGLECT not the falvation it 


exhibits. For © how ſhall we eſcape if we neg/et ſo 


great ſalvation, which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by 


the Lord ; and was confirmed unto us by them that 


heard him?.” Diſobey not the directions of it; for 
< the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, with 


his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
goſpel of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed 


with everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power; when he ſhall | 
come to be glorified in his ſaints, and admired in all 


them that believed.“ And, tO add no more on this 


» Iſai. xxxv, 8. 1 See Mar. xvi. 16. Epheſ. v. 6. with many 
other ſcriptures, {] Acts xiii. 46. + 2 Theſ, ii. 10, 11, 12 
+ Heb, ü.. f 2 Thek. i, 2, 8,9, 10. 28 
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© wint, remember that they, and they only are bleſſed, 
who hear the word of God and keep it?“ | 
; Let all who profeſs to be the diſciples of our bleſ- 
cd Saviour, conſcientiouſly examine whether they be 
| not guilty of too much ſighting the truth of God, 
_ whether they ſhew their love to it, and eſteem of it, as 
they ought, in the inſtances above mentioned. I be- 
| ſeech you to review them, and apply every particular 
e pour own conſciences. Do you daily ſearch the 
ſcriptures, and meditate on them, and pray over them ? 
Do you always take care to ſpeak according to them 
| on facred ſubjects, or not to ſpeak at all? Do you 
ſtedfaſtly and reſolutely abide by the truths contained 
1] i them, and the duties they enjoin ? Are you valiant 
 inſupport and defence of the truth? Do you labour, 
\ xcording to your capacities, to propagate it, and ex- 
tend the knowledge of it; and to give all poſſible aſſiſ- 
| tance to miniſters, in order that they may do this 
more effectually? Do vou endeavour to recover thoſe 
| who have erred from it? And do you adorn it by a 
« holy converſation, coupled with fear? If you be 
futhful and active in theſe particular reſpects, brethren, 
[ praiſe God for it; and I exhort you to go on, and 
* he always abounding in the work of the Lord ;” for 
de ye aſſuredly perſuaded that © your labour ſhall not 
tein vain in the Lord,” But if not, if you be grow. 
ug ſlothful and indolent, I call you, in my great Maſ- 
ters name, to humble yourſelves at his feet, whoſe 
| mercies you ſo wickedly flight ; and through divine 
aſtance, begin d to exert yourſelves, and determine 
| henceforth to be attentive to the word of God, and to 
de *raliant for the truth upon the earth.“ . 
| #+ From what has been ſaid, it appears that ſeveral 
(&lerters of the truth ought to ſtand condemned in 
their own conſciences, and to acknowledge their guilt 
| "re God. By deſerters, F mean, here, thoſe who | 
ee 3 withdraw 


* Sec Luke xi. 23, Matt. vii. 21-29. 
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withdraw from any doctrine or duty, which they own 


to be according to ſcripture ; and do not continue to 
ſupport it, according to their capacity. To ſpecify 


articles and inſtances of ſuch wicked apoſtacy, dues not, 


at preſent, appear to be neceſſary, nor contiſtent with 
my deſign, and intended brevity, But I may jug 
mention a few of their inducements and motives. Some 
do it for fear of ſhame or loſs, or of ſome real or ſup. 
poſed miſery, that might ariſe from, or be conſequent 


upon their faithful acknowledgment of the truth, or 


adherence to it: or, on the other hand, to obtain the 
friendſhip of men, or the riches or honours of this life, 
Forgetful, alas! that if we ſuffer with our Saviour, 
we thall alſo reign with him; but if we deny him, he 
will alſo deny us$.” They unhappily prefer time to 
eternity; and venture upon the awful frowns of a jea- 


lous God, to obtain the ſmiles, and avoid the fronns 
of poor feeble worms. Others will forſake the truth, | 


in ſome of its branches, from the offence they hare 
taken at certain profeſſors of it; evidently contrary to 


our Saviour's own direction, which, if attended to by 


all proteſtors, would be of inexpreſſible advantage ta 


their ſouls, and to the intereſt of religion; and which 


none can neglect, but from a manifeſt ſpirit of rebel- 
lion againſt the Lord of glory. Has Chriſt, the Lord 


and Author of he trnth, given them offence ? Do their 


oblig?tions to and by it, ariſe from man? Or do of- 


fences received from men, diſſolve their obligations to 
_ Chriſt ? Or has Jeſus given them a licence to forfake 


the truth when the profeflors of 1t give them offence ? 


If not, how will they appear at his bar, when he en- 


quires © who hath required this at your hands?“ 
5. Let all whoare earneſtly and conſcientiouſly ſtrug; 


gling for the truth, and endeavouring to tupport and ad- 


vance the intereſt of it, in the above mentioned inſtances 


go on, and endeavour to be till more zcalous and ac- | 
„ 5 | tro 


Rom. vii. 17. 2 Tim. fi. 12. 1 Pet, ic. 12. 
Ide dwedtion I mean, is in Nat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. 
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tive for their Lord and Saviour; waiting patiently, 
amidſt ſurrounding oppoſition, and various trials for 
the glorious recompence of reward.—Let all ſuch re- 
member the bleſſed Redeemer's promiſe, which he can- 
not fail to perform in due ſeaſon. To him that 
* overcometh will I grant to fit with me in my throne, 

even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet down with my 
Father in his throne f.. 5 ; 
Thus I have endeavoured to enforce the love of he. 
truth, and proceed to recommend and enforce the ſe- 


cond part of the exhortation ; 
LOVE PEACE. ts 

Let us alſo here purſue nearly the ſame methad 
with that we have taken on the former ſubject. 

I. Let us ſtate the ſenſe in which we are here ex- 
horted to /ove peace ;—ſhew the worth and amiableneſs 
| of peace thus underſtood, and with whom it ought to 
be cultivated. 8—| J 

II. Point out its connection with truth, and ſubor- 
D/ „ 

III. Mention ſome of thoſe methods by which all 
— ought to manifeſt their love and eſteem 
or it. - e | 

I. Let us ſtate the ſenſe of the word, or what peace 
ve are here exhorted to love; ſhew the worth and 

amiableneſs of it; and with whom it ought to be 
cultivated, _ . 

| There are three ſpecial ſenſes in which the word peace 
s uled by the ſacred writers. 3 | 

1. Peace with God; the effect af juſtification by 
faith. When the wrath of God, which “ lies upon 
every unbeliever“,“ is happily removed, and the ſinner 

ls brought into a ſtate of favour and friendi/hip witli 
his holy and gracious Maker and Sovereign. Being 
juſtified by faith,” ſays the apoſtle, © we have PEACE 
with God, through our Lord Jetus Chrittt.” 


2. A 


+ Phil. ii. 21. John iii. 25. 1 Rom. +. t. 
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2. A peaceful calm, and holy ſerenity in our own 
conſciences ; the conſequence and evidence of the for. 
mer bleſſing ; and maintained in the ſoul by a conſtant 
dependance on Jeſus Chriſt, or on God through him. 

Both the prophet and apoſtle evidently ule the word 
in this ſenſe, © Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 


whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he trufteth in 
thee.” *<© Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 


and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 


through the power of the Holy Ghoſt+.” * Be care- 


ful for nothing ; but in every thing, by prayer and ſup. 
plication, with thankſgiving, let your requeſts be made 


known unto God, and the peace of God, which paſſeth 
all underſtanding, ſhall 


keep your hearts and minds, 


through Jeſus Chriſt g.. — 2 

3. Harmony and friendſhip among men; which 
ſtands oppoſed to broils and contentions, and whatever 
proceeds from malice, ill-nature, and refentment ; 


This is a very common ſenſe of the word throughout 
the bible, as we ſhall ſee in the ſequel of the preſent 


diſcourſe. "Tis in this ſenſe, I underſtand the word in 
our text; and in this ſenie 1 with to reccommend the 


e per. . 
Proceed we then to ſhew tue worth and amiableneſs 
of peace, as I have here explained it: On this head, 


T ſhall purſue a very plain and ſimple method; and 


ſhall do little more than refer to various paſſages of 


teripture, with a very ſhort illuſtration when it appears 
neceſſary. Confider then, 3 5 
That peace is frequently mentioned as a ſpecial bleſ- 
ing from God to a people or nation; and the want of 
it as a ſcourge or calamity, This is fo manifeſt 
throughout the old teſtament, that I ſcarcely need to 


guote paſſages in proof of it. I mention two out of 
many. If ye walk in my ſtatutes, and keep my 


commandments, and do them, I will give peace in the 


land, and ye thall lic dosn, and none ſhall make you 


afraid 
$ Tſai, vi. 3. + Rom. xv. 13. 1 Phil. i-. 5, 7. 
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afraid*,” Seek ye the peace of the city, whither I 
dave cauſed you to be carried away captives, and pray 
unto the Lord for it; for in the peace thereof ſhall ye 

ave . HW 
E- 1 and wiſe God, who is our beſt, glorious 
everlaſting friend, who cannot enjoin what is wrong 
in itſelf, or injurious to his creatures, frequently com- 
mands and directs us to purſue peace, harmony, and 
ttiendlhip. A ſinking proof that his infinite wiſdom 
eſteems it very excellent and valuable. © Seek peace 
| and purſue 1t*.” Follow peace with all meny.” 

If it be poſſible, as much as heth in you, live peace- 
ably with all men-.“ 5 © Toe The : 
Contentions among men are fo hateful in the fight 
| of God, and peace is fo amiable and valuable, that our 
dleſſed Saviour pronounces a ſpecial bleſſing upon thoſe 
who, in a chriſtian manner, are endeavouring to pro- 
mote it. Bleſſed are the peace- makers; for they thall 
be called the children of God.“ „„ 
When the excellency of Solomon's kingdom 15 deſcrib- 
| ed, and the happineſs of his reign pointed out, peace 
mentioned as one of the peculiar bleſſings of it. 
{ © In his days ſhall the righteous flourith, and abun- 
| dance of peace, ſo long as the moon endureth||.” The | 

| kingdom of Solomon is generally, and I think juſtly, 
apprehended to be typical of our Saviour's under the 
feel: and conſequently, this paſſage is prophetic of f it 
-M 


ic peaceableneſs of our bleiled Redecmer's goſpel king- | 
dom, who, both as our ſovereign and pattern is the | | 
rice of peace. This gives ſtrength to the argument, | 
and further proves that peace is a moſt valuable blet- = | 
ling, and the purſuit of it a very important duty. 1 


Ihe great God, whom we profels to ſerve, 
who condetcends to own us as his children, in 
vhom we truſt, and with whom we hope to be 
L 1 eternally 
* Lev. xxv!. 3—6, 8 Jer. xxix. 7 * Pal. xxxiv. 14; 
Compare 1 Pet. lit. .1t. 6 Hebe zii. 14. + Kom. xi. 18. 
Mat. v. 9. Pal. Ixil. 2. 


be with you?.” The very God of peace 


P ²— 9 * 
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eternally happy, is © the God of peace,” and « the 
author of peace.” The God of peace be with you 
all*.” The God of peace ſhall bruiſe fatan under 
your feet ſhortly d. God is not the author of con. 
fuſion, but of peace f.“ The God of E ſhall 


: anctify you 
wholly.” The God of peace, that brought again 


from the dead the Lord Jeſus, &c**.” Now nothing 


but what is amiable and important can poffibly enter 
into the name of God.—Peace, therefore, is certainly 
both very important and amiable, and neceſſary to be 


purſued with the utmoſt degree of aſſiduity and reſolu 
tion. The blefſed God cannot be the anther of any 


thing that is not in its own nature, and all its conſe- 
quences, good and excellent. If he then be the au- 
of peace, let us manifeſt our relation to this glorious be- 
ing; let us give proof to the world that we are poſle(- 
fed of his ſpirit, and transformed after his image by ex- 
erting all our powers in promoting it. 8 
The heaven to which all real chriſtians are haſtening, 


zs a world of perfect peace and harmony. They who 


are admitted into thoſe bliſsful regions © enter into 


peace“ .“ But how ſhall we be prepared for ſuch a 
world? How can we reliſh ſuch felicity, unleſs we be 
here diſpoſed, with a holy ardor of ſoul, to © follow 


peace with all men?“ W 5 
We are exhorted to © pray for the peace of Jeruli- 


lemy,” and to pray for © kings, and for all that are 
in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peacead.e 
| life.” Can we read theſe directions? Can we rc- 
duce them to practice? Will not our conſciences 
condemn us in meditating upon them, or converſing 


about them, unlels we are /overs of peace & 
Would we be able to reflect on any part of our con- 


duct with pleaſure and ſatisfaction of mind; and e- 
perience the joy that ariſes from beholding its — ” 


Rom. xv. 33. 5 Rom. xvi. 20. 4 1 Cor. xiv. 33. + Phil. ir. 9. . 
4 Thel. v. 23. ** Heb. xxiii. 20. * ai, lvii, 2. 5 Pfal. xu. 
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ind advantageous conſequences? Let us love, and 
endeavour to promote peace, as far as may be conſiſt- 
ent with duty, among all mankind ; for to the coun- 
ſellors of peace is joy “.“ | 
Can we, on the other hand, take a pleaſure in exerting 
ourſelves to prevent that which frequently terminates 
in the miſery, and ſometimes in the uin of families, of 
_ churches, and nations? Let us endeavour to purſue 
and promote peace; for where envying and ſtrife are, 
there is confuſion and every evil work.” RIES 
Peace is a bleſſing from God, and connected in his 
gtacicus and providential diſpenſations, with acting in 
1 manner that is pleaſing to him; for * when a man's 
ways pleaſe the Lord he maketh even his enemies to 
do be at peace with him .“ 
Ihe cultivation of peace in churches, is a duty en- 
oined on them, and on every individual member of 
them, in order to enjoy the divine preſence; and this 
unſpeakable bleſſing is connected with the ſteady, per- 
ſerering obſervance of this duty. “ Live in peace, 
and the God of love and peace ſhall be with you.“ 
Peace is one of the happy ends of our calling, and 
| one of the kind deſigns of our gracious God, in bring- 
ung us to himſelf, and which we perverſely counteract, 
unleſs we exert ourſelves in the cultivation of it. For 
God hath called us to peace||.” ä 
Peace is the effect of true wiſdom. A fpeaccable 
diſpoſit ion is one of its properties. For, © the wiſdom 
that is from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy, and good 
tits; without partiality, and without hypocriſy. 
And the fruit of righteouſneſs is ſown in peace of 
them that make peaccy.” = 
From this very ſimple view of the matter, it is no 
vonder that a peaccable diſpoſition is fo frequently, 
and ſo earneſtly recommended by our Saviour himtelt, 
ME | 5 and 
. Prov. xii. 20. & Jam. jii. 16. + Prov. xvi. 1. 00 
. e. ü. If. f Jaws . 17, 18. 
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and by his apoſtles, to all who profeſs chriſtianity, 


% Have ſalt in yourſelves, and have peace one with 


another. Be at peace among yourſelves, &c+,” 8 
evident, and ſo important are the reaſons why we all 
ought to be /overs of peace.—But it may, perhaps, be 


_ enquired by the weak chriſtian, How far ought this 
| ſpirit and practice to extend? With whom 1; this 


ace to be cultivated ? 


Auſ. We ſhould cultivate it with all mankind. The 
rule is, © follow peace with 4 men.. © lt it be poſſi- 


ble, as much as lieth in you, live peaceab'y with a 
men*,” With all carnal men; and with all profeſſor; 
of religion, of every name and party, fo far as your 
ſpecial incumbent duties will admit. But eſpecially, 


it is of very ſolemn conſequence, and therefore empha. | 
| tically recommended to every diſtinct church, to © be 
at peace among themſelves.” oo f 


IT. Let us conſider the connection that peace has 


with the uh, and the ſubordination of the former to 
the latter. For which purpole, let the following pro- 
poſitions be attended to. 


1. The truth of ſcripture is itſelf entirely harmlef 


and inoffenfive. It cannot poſſibly injure any. It 
cannot fail of being uſeful to all who cordully receive 
it. It proceeds from the bletled God, pure and un- 


mixed, as rays of light from the ſun. It is given to 


poor benighted mankind, to anſwer "the mcft benign 


and falutary purpoſes. It ought, therefore, to be dil 


| pleaſing to no fon or daughter of Adam. But, on the 
_ contrary, every one ought to ſearch after it; and every _ 
ſerious, earneſt enquirer after it ought to be commend- 


ed and much eſteemed. All this is manifeſt from what 


has been ſaid before. - 
2. The Truth is therefore, as we have ſeen already, 
a moſt excellent and invaluable jewel, of infinite ad- 


vantage to the ſouls of men. By this the dead finner 
is brought to life. By this we are begotten of _ 
| | | | | CC111 


+ Mar. ix. 50. f 1 Theſ. v. 13, * Rom, xii, 18. Heb. xi. 13. 
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«dified in faith, love, and holineſs, and led on to glory, 
while errors poiſon the foul, and deſtroy mankind, 
It was by error and hes that our firſt parents were 
drawn into rebellion againſt their Maker. And by the 
rery ſame method, Satan has kept his throne, purſued 
hisdeſtructive purpoſes, and propagated rebellion againſt 
God in all ages, ever ſince the firſt tranſgreſſion. The 
truth is the only efficacious and ſovereign antidote, to ex- 
pel this poiſon, and prevent the dreadful effects of it. 
And therefore all who firmly and practically adhere to the 
- truth, ought to be eſteemed as the excellent of the earth. 
z. Yet the properties of the truiſi are ſuch as render 
it quite diſagreeable to fallen man. It mortifies human 
pride, The nature and tendencies of it are all holy. 
It neceſſarily oppoſes fin, in every form and branch of 
tt. It glorifies the bleſſed God, and places him where 
be oughtto be; at the head of the whole creation, as 
the ſovereign of the univerſe, and © the only wife God.” 
It diſplays his perfections and works, his glory and 
his grace, in their own native beauty. But the car- 
nal mind is enmity againſt God®,” and in conſequence 
bl that, it is enmity againſt the 774, which comes 
| from him, and pleads his cauſe againſt error, fin and 
— fatan. From this carnality of mind, pride, ſelfiſhneſs 
and party intereſt ariſe, as ſo many abominable branch- 
es from a curſed and poiſonous root; which lead us too 
alten to ſhut our eyes againſt the beams of ſacred 
truth, and maintain an oppoſition to it, whereinſoever 
| It happens to be contrary to the mode, the connections, 
he prepoſleſſions, the paſſions, or prejudices of men. 
As certainly, therefore, as the truth is advanced and 
| ſhered to, in all ſuch inſtances, it will be reſented by 
_ thole who, alas! are © enemies againſt God in their 
minds, by wicked works$.” Hence it comes to pals, 
| that the free and vigorous purſuit of truth is frequent- 
iy incompatible with the enjoyment of peace. And 
hence it becomes ſo exceedingly difficult to be faithful 
m adhering to every branch of truth, and every path 


of 


Rom. Fi. 7. 6 Col. i. n. 
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of duty, and at the ſame time to © live peaceably with 
all men.” Dreadful as the conſideration is, the Je. 


neral tenor of ſcripture, chriſtian experience, and com. 


mon obſervation evince the truth of this. 

4. In ſome caſes, therefore, one of the two muſt he 
given up; tu or peace; as they cannot be both pre. 
ſerved, in ſome inſtances, at the fame time. And 
here, I think the mention of a vulgar and well-known 
maxim will be excuſed. © Of two evils chuſe the 
leaſt ; and of two advantages chule the beſt.” Both 
ſcripture and reaton encourage us to make this choice, 
And in the caſe before us, truth has moſt certainly the 
pre-eminence. W hatever the excellencics of peac: be, 
it is not, © able to make us wile unto ſalvation.” It 
is not © able to build us up, and to give us an inheri- 


tance among them that are ſanctified; any more than 
to accompliſh the other blefted purpoſes recounte 


above, the accomplihment of which the ſcripture 
aſcribes to the truth. The trith is, therefore, infinitely 
more valuable than feace; and thould ever be {5 
_ eſteemed, both as it reſpects ourſclves and others. S0 
far as that 1s loſt or diſregarded, our fouls are materialiy 
injured, Chriſt is diſhonoured ; and the ſouls of our 


poor tellow-creatures cannot be expected to be con- 


verted by any other means. Whereas, to far as le 
{r1ith 15 maintained, cordially embraced, and practically 


regarded, we are happy, and others are happy round 
about us, even though we ſhould have peace with no 
one upon earth; though all men ſhould hate us, 


* delpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us“.“ 


Peace, therefore, mutt give way to rh, whenever 
they ſtand in competition, and cannot be both enjoyed 


togctlicr. Should we cftend all men living ; thould ve 
Hazard our very /ives, in adhering to it, this would be nv 
excule tor deviating from any fingle branch of truth. 
Be not afraid, (ſays our blefled Saviour, of tlum that 
kill the body, and after that, have no more that the; 

| | | | can 


+ Rom. 21. 13. Mat. v. 44. 


. EE ae ß we wwe @£oA_ os 


[—_— 


* 


ſhould follow his ſteps.” 


THE CONSISTENT CHRISTIAN, 41 


can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye ſhall fear: 
Fear him, who, after he hath killed, hath power to caſt 
into hell; yea, I lay unto you, fear him.” On this prin- 
ciple, as every attentive reader will evidently obſerve, 
all the prophets acted, and all the apoſtles; as well as 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who, in this and every other 
imitable excellency, © hath left us an example that ue 
And whoever chuſes to call 
us to account for our conduct, though the greateſt 
monarch upon earth, ** we ought to obey God rather 
than men, is a complete anſwer to every accuſation, 
and a ſufficient plea for every part of our behaviour, 
while we regard the directions of our great Maſter in 
heaven, and venture to neglect the injunctions or exam- 
ples of all below the ſkies, ſo far as they deviate from 

his directions. DD 

| ſcarcely know how to conclude this part of the 
ſubject better than in the words of the learned and can- 
did Dr. Bates. When there is an evident oppoſition 


between the laws of men and of God, we mutt difobey 


our ſuperiors though we diſpleaſe them, and obey our 
Supreme Ruler. He that does what 1s forbidden, or 
neglects to do what is commanded by the divine law, 
to pleaſe men, though inveſted with the higheſt ſove- 
reignty on earth ; is guilty of double wickednets ; of 
impiety in debating God, and idolatry in deitying 
_. F) 
3. The conſequence, thereſore, is that we ought to 
* love peace,“ as 2 precivus bleſſing in this ſtate of 
perplexity and forrow ; and to ule every chriſtian me- 
_ thod to maintain and prelerve it with all men, to far as 
may be conſiſtent with the purtuit of 77474, and a ſteady 
practical adherence to t. But by no means, Proceed 
one ſtep further to obtain the good will, or good word 
ot all men upon carth. © Buy e 77114” at any price, 
whatever it coſt Vou, it can never be purchaicd too 
| 25 | „„ 


Luke x11- 4, 5. + Afts v. 29. 
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dear; but © fell it not,” on any account; let no. 
thing be eſteemed of equal value; let nothing prevail 
wit li you to exchange it, though a nation ſhould unite 


in treating you with contempt for your attachment 


to it. 
III. I proceed to mention ſome of thoſe methods by 


which all chriſtians ought to manifeſt their love and ef. 
tecem for peace; or, to give you a few advices reſpec. 


ing this important part of chriſtian duty. I earneſtly 
adviie you, C nl 

1. To pray that peace may be cultivated among all 
mankind ; n among the people of God. It is 
a bleſſing worth praying for. I take it for granted, as 
an inconteſtible truth, that every true believer keeps 


up a correſpondence with the bleſſed God in prayer, | 
And let me exhort you, in this folemn exerciſe, to re. 
member all around you. Pray © for kings, and all 
that are in authority,” Make © ſupplication for 


all ſaints,” forget not the miniſters of Chriſt, of any 
denomination. While we ſeriouſly pray for all, we 


| ſhall certainly feel a ſtrong propenſity to be at peace with 
all. Can I bow my Knees in behalf of another, and 
then rife up, and begin to treat him unkindly ? Would 
all profeffors of religion, therefore, be more earneſtly 
employed in each other's behalf at the throne of grace, | 
it would certainly promote a ſpirit of peace and con- 
cord amongſt them. But eſpecially, * pray for the 
peace of Jerulalem*,” and that * peace may be on all 


the Iſrael of God$.” For then undoubtedly, when you 


are humbly ſeeking this bleſſing from “ the God of 


peace,” you will be Jabouring to promote the peace of 


mankind by your tempers and lives. 


2. Endeavour, by your counſels and advices, to pro- 


mote peace. © To the counſellors of peace is joy},” | 
Conſider well, and cortult diligently how every thing 
may be done among yourſelves, as a church, in the 


moſt pcaceful and harmonious manner, conſiſtent with 
Joing the will of your Lord and Saviour. Contult how 
„ . vou 


Pal. cxxii. 6. & Gal, vi. 16. + Prov. xii. 29. 
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you may be as inoffenſive as poſſible towards all with 
whom you are concerned; that fo far as is conſiſtent 
with the honour of your great Maſter, you may give 
no offence in any thing, to the Jew, the Gentile, or 
the church of God. A prudent inoffenfive conduct 
in the management. of church affairs, has a happy ten- 
dency to promote the peace of the church; and ſuch a 
conduct among mankind in general, will contribute to 
promote peace among them too. But this leads me to 
adviſe you, 3 = 
3. In every part of your behaviour © follow the 
things that make for peace“. Be attentive to this 
rule in your reſpective families, in all your concerns 
among men, but eſpecially in the church, and in all the 
affairs of our bleſſed Redeemer's kingdom and intereſt. 
Labour, at all times, to ſuppreſs paſſion, pride and 


| prejudice. Let aſelfiſh temper and diſpoſition have 


no place among you Be always ſubject one to ano- 
ther in the fear of God, and be all clothed with humi- 
lityh.” Beware at all times, of backbiting, whiſpering, 
and evil ſurmiſing. Never allow yourſelves to talk of 
the faults of others without good proof ; and only 
when there is an evident call for it. Nor ever allow 
yourſelves to think of the defects of others, or to blame 
them in your minds, without evidence. This is evi 
furmiſiug; and mentioned by the Apoſtle with © pride, 
envy, ſtrife, and railings4,”” which are all contrary to 
ſeace, and conſequently, injurious to the intereſt ard 
church of Chriſt. Let the direct contrary of all thete 
erl. diſpoſitions be carneſtly purſued and promoted a- 
mong you. Let every one endeavour to cultivate the 
{pint of love and humility in himtelf, and to advance 
and promote it in others, efpecially in every member 
| the church. Always remember that beſides the ad- 
| FVantages which natural; low from it, © a meck and 
quiet ſpirit is, in the ſiglit of God, ot great price.“ 
: 4. Labour 
I Cor. x. 32. . Rom. xiv. 10. § 1 Pet. v. 5. + 3 Tim. 
A. i. z. „ | 15 
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4. Labour and pray for advancement in (pirituality 
of diſpoſition and purity of heart. You will always 


find, brethren that a peaceful ſpirit, is inteparably con- 
_ nected with a pure one. The widdom that is from 


above is firſt pr e, then peaceabled.“ Chriſt, the 
ec Prince of Peace,” 15 the great pattern of Purity. 
Place him continually before your eyes, and ſtrive and 
pray to be more perfect in the imitation of him.— 


The fruit of the ſpirit is love, joy, peace.“ And 


therefore in proportion to that 4. in which You 
partake of the lpirit of Chriſt, your temper and diſpo- 


ntion will be gentle and peaceful. “The king- 


dom of God is righteoutnets, and feace. and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſtz.” In proportion as this kingdom 
proſpers in you, and among vou, in tuch proportion 
a peaceful and gentle temper will advance in you and 


among you too: In every view, therefore, purity and 


peacefulneſs of ditpoſition, as well as peace of conſci- 


ence, are inſeparably connected. Let purity, then, 


be the object of your purtuit; and thus will you be 


more abundantir delivered from every thing oppoſite 
to a meek, quiet and pcacetul temper of mind. te- 
very member of the church can be periuaded to obſerre 


this, animoſitics and contentions will in a great meaſure 
be excluded from among vou. For thould you be dif- 
terently minded in ether things, as vou very poſlibly 


may, you will, however, by no means fail to unite in 


an endeavour 0 keep the uni of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace.” | 


It muſt be acknon le Jas ed, and I am ready to grant 


here, ON it there is a certain th zoughtlet, 5 1 of 


temper among forme proteffors af religion, which, in 
out an appearance, to much reſembles the peaceful 


temper ] now F.COmMmen: d, that an incontiderate Obſer⸗ 


ver ma lon: etimes be in d anger of putting the one for 
tie other. But 1 hope you w will all be aware of this de- 


cption. Per the indolent temper peak of, is 10 far 
from 


. im. ii. 17. + al. v. 226. * Rom. xiv, 7. 
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rom being the effect of purity, that it is the very re- 
verſe of it. 33 

Take care to © ſpeak evil of no man*.” But eſ- 
pecially, ſpeak not evil one of another, brethrend- 
This is a vile practice, that has frequently been the 
occaſion of many contentions, and of much unhappi- 


'nefs, both in the church and in the world. And what 


practice can be more evidently a reſemblance of the 


| works of ſatan, ho is therefore called © the accuſer of 
the brethren ?” Admitting that others are really to 


blame; what have you to do to expole their faults, with- 


| out ſome maniteſt call of providence, ſome apparent 


neceſſity for doing it? Admitting that you were in 
the condition of thoſe you aſperſe and reproach ; would 
you be willing that another ſhould expoſe you, and 


| hay open your defects to the world? If not, the con- 
cluſion is clear. You are tranſgreſſing our Saviour's ex- 


cellent rule, © As ye would that men ſhould do to you, 
do ye to them hikewiſe||.” This rule is founded in the 


mature and reaſon of things; and taught by the law and 
the prophets ; as well as by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſ- 

tles. In breaking it, therefore, we are utterly inexcu- 

fable, both as men and as chriſtians. And perhaps it 


v not more frequently broken by any practice than that 
of reviling and reproaching others. 
Nor are the miſchievous effefts of this practice leſs ma- 


|  Tifeſt than the wickedneſs of it. You hereby encourage 


others to reproach and revile, by your example. You 
kindle reſentment in thoſe you {peak to. They pro- 
pagate the ſame abomination among their confederates 
and their offspring learn to imitate them in it. Thus 


the contagion ſpreads far and wide, from neighbour- 


hood to neighbourhood, and deſcends from generation 
to generation. When thoſe you ſpeak of hear of your 


| conduct, as they frequently will, it begets reſentment, 


nature, and, prejudice, in their minds, as it very 


juſtly 


® Tit, iii, 2. § Jam, iv. 11. See Mat, vii. 12. Luke, 
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juſtly may, or at leaſt naturally if not jytl;7. The idle 
tale-bearers ** ſeparate very friends, the peace of 
ſociety is broken, and the world is, without any neccſ. 
ſity, or any advantage, filled with commotion and dif. 
cord. Would you, therefore ſhew your love and cl. 
teem for peace, from this, and from many other mo- 
tives, take care that you * {peak evil of no man“ 


6. If you would ſhew yourſelves chriſtians, by vour | 


love and eſteem for peace, take care that you injure no 
one living in his reputation, his property, his ſpirit, 
or otherwiſe, however any other may treat you. g 
not overcome of evil ;” but imitate your amiable pat- 
tern, in uſing every poſhble endeavour to “ overcome 
evil with good*.” However others may offend or in- 
jure you, fee that you “ recompenſe to u mau evil for 
evily.” But, on the contrary, ** ever follow that 


which is good,” kind, gentle, and beneficial®, © both | 


among yourſelves, and to all men.” By this conduct, 
you cultivate a peaceable temper in yourſelves, and 
habituate yourſelves to a peaccable behaviour; and ſet 
an example of 1t before others. You hereby take an 


effectual method to diſappoint any malicious perſons 
who with to gratify their reſentments againſt you, and 


to melt down their reſentful minds to amity and good 
will. This is perhaps, the 229 natural, if not the ou 
ſenſe we can fairly put on the Apoſtle's advice ; © It 


_ thine enemy hunger, feed him; it he thirſt, give him 


drink; for in fo doing, thou ſhalt heap coals of fire on 
his head d.“ Whereas, it you take a contrary method, 


if you reſent injuries, and either in ſpeech or conduct, 


render evil for evil ;” if you contend with the con. 


tentious, you will endanger both your character and 
Peace of mind; you will “ grieve the holy ſpirit of ſ 
God,” and probably wound his cauſe too; and you | 


will frequently, if not always find, that the beginning 

of ſtrife is as when one letteth out water;“ and there 

* Rom. X11. 2 t. 8 Rom. Xii. 17. * 70 ay.aJ0y 42 Thel. Vo 13 
5 Rom. Xii. 20. | = 
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Gre, it will be your wiſdom and happineſs, and pre- 
erre and promote both your own peace, and the peace 
of others, if you © leave off contention before it be 
mecklled with*." „ 
57. As nearly connected with the foregoing direction, 
| adviſe you to ſhew your love to peace and concord, 
by taking care to embrace and improve every oppor- 
tunity ot doing all the good you can, both to the bo- 
dies and fouls of men; but eſpecially to all who are 
« of the houſhold of faith$.” Remember it was the 
character of our bleſſecl Saviour, our only perfect pat- 
tern, that“ he went about doing good.“ Let this be 
our practice, fo far as may be conſiſtent with your 
tuation and opportunities. You cannot be loſers by 
it, brethren, at that great day when the Lord ſhall 
« reward every man according to his works r, when 


| he who has, in this world © ſowed ſparingly, ſhall reap 


alſo ſparingly,” and he who has “ ſowed bountifully, 
hall reap alto bountifully g.“ And this practice abun- 


| dantly promotes a ſpirit of peace and love among man- 


kind; and often forces eſteem from the enemies of 
real chriſtianity, towards the real followers of Chritt. 
Whereas, if profeſſors of religion diſcover a ſpirit of 
ſelfihhneſs, negligence and floth ; thoſe who are uncon- 


| rerted, and enemies to godlinels, do very naturally, and 


think, I may add, very juſtly too, conceive a deteſta- 
tion and abhorrence of ſuch profeſſors. And through 


| tle 1gnorance and perveriencis of their corrupt minds, 
_ they frequently, though very unjuſtly, go fo far as, 


on this account, to deteſt even religion itſelf. This, 
therefore, beſides its other abominable tendencies, is 


dy no means the way to © follow peace with all men.” 


Let this advice alſo be applied to © brotherly love,” 


er that love which ought ever to ſubſiſt and be mani- 
| {ted among thoſe who belong to the“ houſhold of | 
— fith,” Where ſuch love is not properly diſcovered 
mn one hand, ſuſpicions and jecloiiic, arc frequently 


6 eclted 


* | | | * 0 | 5 | * 
Prov, zun. 14. 5 Cal. vi. 19. + Blat. xvie 27. 1 2 Cor. ix. 6, 


| low peace with all men, 
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excited on the other ; and theſe naturally, and ve 
generally terminate in feuds, animoſities and diſcorq, 
which are utterly oppoſite to peace, and deſtructive of 


it. But when chriſtians make it appear that they 


love one another with pure hearts ferv ently*,” this 
contributes exceedingly to ſpread the ipirit of cordi- 


ality and peace among the members of the ſame church, 


and profetfors of the fame neighbourhood. By a req, 


dineſs, therefore, to do good, on every occaſion, ** fol. 
and prove that you © lore 


yy 


peace.” 


8. Shew your love of peace, by freely allowing to all 
others the ſame liberty in religious matters, hich you 
claim for yourſelves. Liberty to worſhip God in that 


way which we apprehend to be icriptural, is every man” 
birthright ; and every attempt to deprive : any one of it, 


by whomſoever the attempt is made, is a tpecies or 


tyranny. It is therefore both law ful and neceſſarv to 


reſiſt every ſuch attempt, whoever makes it. And if 
it be right for all to have this liberty, it is right ther 
ſhould ener it with the utmoſt freedom. No one 


ought to deprive others of it, or to treat them with 


| th leaſt degree of ditreſpect, becauſe they differ from 


kimiclt. To treat them in this manner, is, in effect, 


to reſent their obedience to the Lord Jeſus Chritt, who 

has directed them to “ call no man maſler upon 
earth*.” And yet this meanneſs of ſpirit, this con- 
tempt of thoſe who differ from us, inconſiſtent and 


unchriſtian as it is, has too often been found among 


thoſe who profeſs the religion of Chriſt ; and the peace | 
of mankind has hereby been ſhametully diſturbed and 
broken. How often have huſbands and wives, pa. 
rents and children, fooliſhly and wickedly deſpiſed one 


another, treated each other with unbecoming tempe: 


and language, and thrown families, and fometime» | 


churches and neighbourhoods into uproar and cont! 


ſion, by their party broils and contentions, becaule 
| they 
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they have imbibed different notions, worihippell in dif- 
{rent forms, or thought it necellary to attend on the 
miniſtry ot different men 
[ grant it is advantageous in ſeveral reſpects, when 
families are agreed in thele matters; and! readtly ad- 
mit that fo long as children or ſervants are incapable Ot 
jullging for themſelves, they Cught to be under the go— 
rernment and direction of theis parent: or matters; wha 
are charged to © train them up in the way they Gould 
90.“ I grant yet further, that it eicher parents or chil- 
dren ak. are come to maturity of age and julement, 
or huſbands or wives, or any other, cither head or 
member of a farnily; or any friend, relative, or no 1SHDOurs 
or any other perfor, do appr. hend his relation, friend or 
neighbour to be drawn inth an error, whether in princi- 
ple or practice, it is the duty 0f1.ie perton whoappretiends 
this, to take every proper method he is capable of, to 
jet the erroneous perion right. And it is a matter of 
very great parts ace that he be laborious and tuccet}- 
fal in it; clpecially if the error be flagrant and inilu— 
ential upon the temper and practice; for we have lecn 
in the foregoing pages that 7117/2 18 of very great and tre- 
mendous conſecjquence. But then the very face of the 
new teſtament moſt evidently teacheth—that this ſhoull 
be done with lenity and meeknels ; always © tpcaking 
the truth in U . That no external con npulſon 
ought to be made ule of; for this can neither be vindi- 
cated by tcripture, nor by reuton; nor 15 it Adaptec to 
work conviction in the mind of any rational being. 
Therefore, if neither party can be convinced of error, 
it is their duty, on cach lid, to act according to the 
laht they have 2, and mutually tv om each baker all 
the advantages of civil ſociety ; and to walk together 
in harmony, peace, and friend ior, even though they 
judge and ; 105 differently in raatters of religion. . 
wilo, how can they poſſibly renonnce every mater, but 
the Lord. Jeius Chriſt? Which is Uh ind lüp ensble 
duty of every chriitian. So that all uit treatment 


en 
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on account of the differences mentioned above, is en- 
tirely unjuſtifiable, and inconſiſtent with that peacea- 
ble {pirit which our blefled Redeemer ſo much ap- 
proves and recommends. 
9. If any of you be reproached and perſecuted by 
others, for righteoutnels fake, and a faithful regard to 
any branch of truth or duty, bear it with patience and 
meekneſs, as the true diſciples of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
* Bleſs them that curſe you; do good to them that 
hate you ; and pray tor them who deſpitetully ule you 
aud perſecute you?.” 5 For this is thankworthy, it a 
man, for conſcience toward God, endure griets, ſuf. 


t-10g wrongfully $.” Beæſides, reſentment, in all "ok 


C. ſes, i 18 generally only like throwing oil into the fire, 


by which the flame will rage the more; and is there- 


tore never likely to promote peace. But patience and 
meckneſs will even blunt the edge of perſecution. 
They will moſt effectually ſoften the: very bowels of the 
periecutors themſelves ; and are moſt likely of any me- 
thods to procure the peace and clizzn even of the 
brutes and favages ot mankind. For periecuiioa for 
conſcience fake; can proceed from nothing clte but 
Drutiih tyrannv. 

Learn, therefore, bret! ren, of vour bleſſocl Maſter, 
to go on ſteadily in the way of duty, * committing 
Y hürlelves to him that uclaech righteo! ally +, humbly 
Ne Praving for all vour perlecuiors and flan- 


lerers, Father, f Oralve them, tor they know not 


VV 
; ag 


h at they do 3 
10. Be much emploved in praver with and for each 
other. Praver has been „tet © ed, and that quſtir, 
the very breath of a true e miitan.,” Anal it has a 
heart uniting eftect and Rs o 01e An; 0 re 1-1 it as a 
locial excrcte, If you buy thu engiged frequently one 
with another, YOU will Let tude: Ty mit little PiQUe> 


and cal tt £3 to take piace, witch [rc e ntly terminate 


in alict; ation of pi: it, it not in tho e Contentians 
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which diſturb and deſtroy the peace of the church; and 
if, when abſent and retired, you be trequently offering, 
mp © ſupplications tor all laints „ it will certainly be 
the leſs eaſy to —_— a peeviſſi and untowardly diipo- 
tion againſt thoſe for whom you have been pleading 
with your heavenly Father on your Knees at the throne 
of grace. This practice will greatly tend to the promo- 
tion of that love which © hopes, bears, and cndures 
all things; which “ ſuffereth long, and is kind;“ 
which * doth not behave itſelf unſcemly, ſceketh not 
her own, is not caſily provoked, and thinketh no evil,” 
And when this love reigns in the heart, it will be very 
ealy and natural to *live In peace,” and we ſhall find ve- 
y little inclination to animoſities and warm contentions. 
. Labor to oe all with whom you have any 
concern, as much as poſſible, and to “ pleate all men 
to edification- F. By this conduct vou are not in dan- 
ger of giving offence in any thing, to the Je, 
the Gentile, or the church of Godi|.” It there ben 
reigning deſire and conſtant endeavour to pleale and 
oblige all as much as poſſible, this will prevent and cut 
of many occafions of evil {armifing and jcaloutivs ; 
which are always deſtructive to peace and harmony. 
Br theſe methods, therefore, au by every other, which 
it laudable and ſcriptural, give demonſtration of your _ 
lore for peace, and purity things that make for it. 
To conctude : I bfexc!t vou all to remember that 
„peace with God,” is the firit great bleſſing, about 
which you have all the grœatelt had to be carneſtly aud 
inſtantly concerned. It vou are confcious that you 
don't enjoy this unſpenk able benefit, ret not in your 
dteadful condition any longer, let the wrath of the 
Almphty overtake you, and there be 
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vet his “ wrath abideth upon you ! '” What will vou 
do, when the Lord Jehovah ariteth in his tury againſt 
all who “ neglect his great falvation ?' Do you aſk 
how this great bleſſing is to be obtained? Hear a i. 
vine infallible inſtructor. Be it known unto you, 
men and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveneſs of tins ; and by him, all that 
believe are juſtitied from all things from wh ich ye could 
not be juſtified by the law of Notes®.” 


Rememoer that when you are partakers of “ peace 
with God, it is your indiſpenfible duty, and your | 


grcat privilege, to © ſearch the ſcriptures” reſpecting 
every other branch of divine truth, and thus to © proxe 
all things, and hold faſt that which is goody.” Hold 
it taſt, abide by it, and labour to be daily more and 
more acquainted with it, and eſtablithed in it. Out 


ot regard to your bleſſed Redeemer, and for the ſake of 
Four own louls, and many others, * buy the truth, 


AI ſell it not.“ It is the truth of God, and that alone, 
which can direct you tatciy, and comfort and tupport 
vou, in life and deat'! „ and by which vou muſt be 
qadged at the laſt dav* 


While you are TIO Zœalous for the truth, uſe vour 


u:moſt endeavour, eit it be poſſible, to live peaccably | 


KELL all men“ of all ranks, characters, and perſua- 
£925. But it this ſhould lic bey ond your power, be, in 
a particular manner affiduous, and. all unite in Jabour- 
wit; to * beat peace among yourtelvesy. 
T 3s . 38, 30. $ 1 Fhef, v. 21. 5 John SH. 4%, Its 
Run. l. 1% 4 Thel, v. 12. . 
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oXLY LET YOUR CONVERSATION BE AS IT BECOMETH 
| THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST; THAT WHETHER I COME AND 
$EE YOU, OR ELSE BE ABSENT, I MAY HEAR OF YOUR 
AFFAIRS, THAT YE STAND FAST IN ONE SPIRIT, WITH 
ONE MIND, STRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE FAITH OF 

| THE GOSPEL, e 


IAM now beginning to addreſs you, my dearly be- 
loved brethren, on the moſt painful occaſion, and 
wth the moſt diſagreeable ſenſations I have ever 
known, fince I have been employed in the folemn and 
important work of the miniſtry. And there is no ad- 
| vice more expreſſive of my ardent wiſhes reſpecting, 
jou, nor, as I apprehend, better adapted to promote 
Your welfare, than that which is contained in the text 
[ have juſt now read in your hearing*. I therefore 
carneſtly intreat your attentive regard to it; and may 
the God of wiſdom and love enable me to illuſtrate 
* e | and 
* The text mentioned was made the foundation of two di!- 
courſes, the laſt day of my ſtated labours iu W ADSWORTH, 


Advice, let us 
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and enforce it in ſuch a manner as may, througli lis 
bleſſing, prove ſubſervient to your preſent and future 
advantage e | 

The great apoſtle PAUL, and his fellow-labourers, 
had planted chriſtianity at Phillippi, according to the 
common chronology, Mout eleven years before be 


wrote this epiſtle to the church therehg. After this, 


he had gone through many other parts, both of Europe 


and Aba. * teſtifying the golpe) of the grace of | 


God -; and, the Lord working with him?,” he 
« opened the eyes” of many, and © turned them from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of ſatan unto 
God, that they might receive the forgiveneſs of fins, 
and inheritance among them that are ſanctified by 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt||.”” But he is now apprehended, 


_ conveyed to Rome, and there kept a priſoner at large; 


in which ſituation he hires a houſe for himſelf, and 
with true chriſtian fortitude, improte his opportuni- 


ty to © preach the kingdom of God, and to teach 


thoſe things which concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, no 
man forbidding him*.” _ : ” 
From Rome he writes this moſt affe&ionate epiſtle, 


to inſtruct and eſtabliſh the brethren at PHILIPPI in | 
the great doctrines and duties of chriſtianity ; the |] 


Practical part of which epiſtle ſeems to be epitomized 


in the words of our text. Only let your converlation | 


be as it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt,” Upon which 


I. Endeavour to illuſtrate the import and extent of 


the word converſation, and ſhew what is implied in its 


being “ as becometh the goſpel of Chrift.” 
II. A little more fully conſider what is contained in 
the advice of the apoſtle, when he ſo earneſtly exhorts 
them to let their convertation be ſuch. ß. 
III. Illuſtrate the argument which the apoſtle uſes 
to enforce his advice; or the reaſon he aſhgns tor his 


ardent | 


| see Acts xvi, + Ads xx. 24; 2 Mar, xvi, 20. || Ach 
X%\1, 18. “ Acts xxvii. 30, 21, 1 
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ardent wiſhes ; © that whether I come and fee you, or 


elſe be abſent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye 
tand faft in one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving toge- 


| ther for the faith of the goſpel.” 


I. Let us endeavour to illuſtrate the import and ex- 
tent of the word converſation, and ſhew what is implied 
in its being as becomgth the goſpel of Chriſt.” 

Were we to attend to the original words ina critical 
manner, we ſhould find that the ſpirit of the text, 1s to 


this purpoſe. © You are called by the goſpel of Chriſt 


« to be citizens of heaven, the new Jeruſalem ; ſee that 


you cultivate the temper, and act the part of thoſe 
ho are exalted to ſuch glory and dignity. Re- 


member the genius, nature, and tendency of that 
« goſpel which calls you to this dignity ; and fee that 
« your temper and conduct be ornamental to this goſ- 


| 2 But my painful feelings on the preſent oc - 


hon repreſs all inclinations to the niceties of criti- 
ciſm ; and therefore I beg leave to wave every thing of 
that kind, and to conſider the eaſy and obvious mean- 


| ingofthe words which our Engliſh verſion ſuggeſts. 


Let your whole life and conduct be ſuch as becom- 


al, that is, anſwereth, or is agreeable toò, and worthy 


of the goſpel, which both requires and produces holineſs 

and fpirituality of temper and behaviour in all who 

know the grace and power of it.“ 
Converſation, or behaviour extends to all the ſcenes, 


relations, and proceedings of mortals. Divide your- 


klves into clafſes ; conſider your various relations; 
think of the departments you now fill in life, or that 
ou may fill hereafter. Let your whole behaviour be 
ſuch as the goſpel warrants, requires, produces; ſuch as 
will adorn it, and prove you poſſeſſed of the tru, en- 
„„ A - i 


* T2Ty2r9:, Eft tranſlatio ducta a civibus qui ſecundum ei- 


 Vitatts ſuæ leges vic unt. Vid. Grotium, in locum. See alſo the 


mus in Pool's Synopſis, Guyſe, and other modern commentators 


| the text. 5 | 
|} afiv;, See Rom. xvi. 2, Col. i. 10. 1 Theſ. ii. 1 Gr. 
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riched by the bleffings, and impreſſed by the power of 
it, in all theſe different circumſtances. 

Are you poſſeſſed of a greater portion of riches than 


others? Employ and improve the poſſeſſions with 


which the Lord has intruſted you, and for every mite 


of which you muſt ſhortly give an account; employ 


theſe, not to gratify your carnal appetites ; nor ſo 28 
will make you ſhine among the filly herds of gaudy 
triflers ; not like the poor groveling creatures who are 
anxious to increaſe their ſhining duſt, by “ adding 
houſe to houſe, and field to field; not ſo as to be 
« conformed to this world,“ and to imitate the rich 


and great who live around you ;” but ſo “ as becom. 


eth the goſpel of Chriſt ;” as will adorn that, and re- 
commend the profeſſion of lt. 
Are you poor ? Don't be em ployed in uſeleſs purſuits, 


Don't trifle away your precivus time. Don't defraud * 


others, or uſe any mean and diſhoneſt arts to raiſe your- 
ſelves amongſt men. But let your whole life and beha- 


viour ſhew that you poſſeſs the ſpirit of the goſpel, and 
enjoy the life of it; that you feel the power of its mo- 


tives and ſupports; and are animated by the promites of 
it, and the proſpects it preſents to you. Let your pati- 


> oO 00 ee Þ»Þ am = K 


ence, contentment, and cheerfulneſs, your humility and | 


diligence, give evidence to all who oblerve you, that 
you have a treaſure in heaven, that your ambition 1s 
act like thoſe who are redeemed by the blood of Chriſt, 
and are candidates for a blefſed immortality. _ 
Are you advanced in age? Have you made a pro- 
feſſion of religion a conſiderable time? Bring forth fruit 
tor God in your old age. Far from growing old in tn, 
tar from indulging your aftections tocentre in the things 


of time far from allowing moroſeneſs and bitterneſs of 


ipirit to prevail in you,—far from being ignorant of 
any branch of duty,—much lets having a neceſſity of be- 


ing taught again © the firſt principles of the oracles of 
ioc,“ walk as mer. In underſtanding be ye met. 
And make 1t appear that you are fuch. Act the * 
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| & © fathers and mothers in Iſrael.” Be exemplary and 


ready © to teach young perſons. 
| Ready in your tempers, even and regular in your walk 
| and deportment, reſolute tor God and holineſs; and in 
à word, ſo ſanctified, devout and heavenly in every part 
of your ſpirit and behaviour, © as becometh the goſpel 
of Chriſt,” and ſuitable to the character ot thoſe who 
expect ſoon to take their places in the regions of light 
and felicity above the ſkies. 

Are you yaung? Exert your abilities, and employ 
your vivacity in the ſervice of your Lord, Saviour, and 
King, as thofe who are acting with an everlaſting nea- 
ren, "and an unfading crown in view. Don't trifle a- 


Take care you be 


way your beſt time, and the prime of your days in 


things that cannot be of much advantage ; but lay 
them out for God, and with a view to eternity. Your 
| bones are full of marrow, and your veins full of blood ; 
 yourpaſhons are ſtrong, and your ſpirits lively and vi. 
gorous: Labour to be well inſtructed, and to exerciſe 
elf. government, Remember, * he that hath no pow- 
er over his own ſpirit, is like a city that is broken down. 
and without walls*.” By yielding to your paſſions in 
younger life, you may habituate yourlelf to irregularity 


| andimprudence ; bring guilt upon your mind, and in- 


jure your character, and both deprive yourſelf 8 
fluence in future life, and expole yourſelf to many 
lnares and temptations. Be alwavs © {witt to hear, 
and flow to ſpeak,” for this peculiarly becomes young 
perlons. Selt-denial, in theſe things, is abſolutely ne- 
ceflary, and cannot be too ſoon begun, or too reſo- 
lutely practiſed, leſt you ſhould never learn that ſta- 
bility of mind and conduct, which would be an orna— 
ment to your profeſſion, and peculiarly * * Lecometly 
the goſpel of Chriſt.” 
It would be very caly to procce to all the ranks anc 
characters of mankind, and thus to apply and addrets 
the exhortation to cach. But that wont! extend ae 
| VOIK 
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_ Fond my preſent limits and defign. Let what hath 
been ſaid ſuffice for a ſpecimen; and let all apply the 
advice of the text to themſelves in a fimilar man. 
ner. Are you huſbands? wives? parents? chil. 


_ dren? maſters? ſervants ? 1 N ſubjects 2 3 


perſons in any branch of trade? In theſe and every 


other capacity, think with yourſelves, as in the fight | 


of God, what kind of behaviour in your different re. 


lations, ©* becometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” Exa. 


mine yourſelves and your conduct, with a holy fo. 


lemnity; earneſtly pray for divine affiſtance, and by 


that aſſiſtance, keep the goſpel of Chriſt,” and a 
ſuitable converſation continually in view. In e 

part of your behaviour in your families, in ey 

commercial concernment, in buying, felling, bor- 
rowing, paying, in all contracts, and in the fulfil. 
ment of them, let the great object of your attention 
be to © adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 


things.“ In the fellowſhip of the church, in a dili- 
gent regard to the order and diſcipline of it; —in 


giving and taking reproof, exhortation and admoni- 
tion, and every other inſtance of brotherly love: 
in filling up your places at all ordinances, “not for- 


faking the afſembling of yourſelves together,” —in 
«© walking wiſely toward them that are without, 


and in every other part of conduct, both in civil and 
religious matters, examine ſeriouſly what converſa- 
tion is“ becoming the goſpel of Chriſt,” and take 
care that through divine aſſiſtance, Hat be your con- 
verſation. EL, 1 . 
Conſider here, brethren, upon what the apoſtle 
_ would have us keep our eye, as the ſtandard and teſt 
of a converſation that is truly chriſtian, and ſuch as 
it ought tobe. Elſewhere the ſaints are commanded 


to © keep the word of God,” to keep the words of 
Chriſt,” to do“ whatever he commands, &c.“ 


But here, to behave, as “ becometh the goſpel of 
Chill.” 3 


The 
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The goſpel, as you have often heard, ſignifies good 
tidings. This is its native import; nor do I know a 
ſingle place of ſcripture where it has any other mean- 
ing. It ſignifies that part of the word of God, which 
lays open the wonderful love of God, to poor finful, 
periſhing men, and points out the way to enjoy tree, 
full, and everlaſting ſalvation by the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt ; requires poor finners to believe in him, and 


allures them of eternal life in conſequence of it, 


through what the bleſſed Jeſus has done for them; at 


the ſame time, threatening everlaſting miſery to thoſe 


who obey not this goſpel, but neglect this great fal- 


| vation. nce the goſpel is alſo called © the law of 


faith.“ And we read of obeying the golpely,” and 
of their unhappy ſtate who obey it not. 
It appears to be called © the Goſpel of Chriſt,” as 
| He is the author of it. He commiſſioned thoſe who 
_ preached it}. He is the chief ſubject of it. Hence 


what is called, in ſome places, preaching Chriſt, is in 


| others, called preaching the goſpel. And all the bleſ- 
{ings contained and exhibited in it, flow from Chriſt, 


| and could never have been enjoyed, to far as we are 


. capable of conceiving, any other way than by Him. 


Now though believers ought to be inſtructed in 
every branch of duty, and though the apoſtles them- 


ſelves inſtructed thoſe who had already believed, in 
every part of holineſs, yet it does not appear that the 
goſpel, ſtrictly ſpeaking, lays down any rules for our 
convertatzon. This is properly the buſineſs of the 
law, in the hands of Chriſt, who is the © head of 
the church, and the * head of all things to the 


churchy;”” to whom all power is given in heaven and 


in eartht. Believers, therefore, though * juſtified 


|| fredly by the grace of God, through the redemption 
5 bo FR oo e 


* Rom, iii. 27. 8 Rom. xvi. 16. 5 1 Pet. iv. 17. 
+ Mat. xvi. 15. Compare Acts viii. 5. xiv. 7. 
Rom. i. 15. 1 Cor. i. 23. and other places. f 1 Cor, xi. 3. 
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that is in Chriſt Jeſus, through faith in his blood?, | 


et are © not without law to God, but are under the 
law to Chriſt||.” So that they are under ſtronger ob- 
ligations to glorify God by a holy converlation, than 


we could ever have been, if the grace and Salvation of 


Jeſus Chriſt had not been exhibited to us in the goſpel, 
Beſides, the goſpel begets the ſinner unto God and 
holineſs. lt transforms the ſoul, and inſpires it with 


holy defires to pleaſe God, and to glorify him. 
It is the power of God unto ſalvation to every one \ 
that believeth®.” I have begotten you to Chriſt” ? 


the apoſtle ſays, © by the goſpel.” So that when 
the power of the goſpel is experimentally known, the 
ſinner becomes a new creature. Old things are 
paſſed away, and behold all things become new.” 


The operation, the tendency, the motives, the pto- 
ſpects of the goſpel are all holy. And, therefore, a 


converſation ſuitable to theſe, is a © converſation be- 
coming the goſpel of Chriſt. | 


It will, therefore be neceffary to illuſtrate the con- 


tents, quality and tendency of the goſpel, in order | 
to have a fuller underſtanding of that converſation | 
which is correſpondent with it. But this will lead | 


us to the 


II. Head of diſcourſe; in which we have engaged 

to conſider a little more fully what is contained in the 

ahpoſtle's advice, when he earneſtly exhorts the Phi. 
lippians to ſuch a converſation as © hecometh the 
goſpel of Chriſt.” C“ 1 3 
"In order to conceive clearly on this momentous 


ſubject, we ſhall find it advantageous to view the 


gotpel in ſeveral different points ot light, and to con- 
tider the influence that each of theſe views will have 
or ought to have, on our temper and conduct. 
1. Itis a declaration of loveand mercy from the bleſſed _ 
God to fallen man. We have all ruined ovrielves by _ 


rebellion againſt our great and glorious Creator. —** All 
t Rom. ii, 24, 25. || 1 Cor, ix. 21. Rom. i. 16. $ 2 Cor. v. 17. 


61 


bare fined, and come ſhort of the glory of God“,“ is 
an awful humbling truth, however ſlightly regarded, 
ack is confirmed by the general tenor of ſcripture, 
and the voice of every conſcience. The wages of fin 
is dcathꝭ, is the affirmation of one who could not be 
miſtaken. To death, then, we are all expoſed, and 
mutt be everlaſtingly conſigned, unleſs the God againſt 
whom we have finned, and whoſe righteous law we 
have tranſgreſſed, ſhould, in tender compaſſion, con- 
trire a way ; for our eſcape. But glory, everlaſting glo- 
ry be aſcribed to his adorable name! he has contrived a 
way to eſcape for us! Aſtoniſhing grace! © God fo lo- 
red the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him might not periſh, but have 
_ everlaſting life f.. © God ſpared 1 not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us ally.“ *©« Jetus Chriſt came 
into the world to fave finners||. '? I not the warmeſt 
gratitude due for ſuch unparallelled, ſuch infinite love? 
Let this oratitude, then, work in our hearts, and warm 
our minds. Let us not only read, but feel the conſi- 
deration that * we are not our- own, but are bought 
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| witha price, a price of unutterable value; and let all our 


powers unite to © glority God in every part of our be- 
bariour, with our bodies and our ſpirits, which are 
his“. And if this be cur fincere endeavour, we hall 
hare our © converſation as becometh the golpel or 
. 
2. The * goſpel of Chriſt is a facred and divine 
weapon in the hand of the ſpirit, by which the fooliſh 
pride an: prejudices of poor infatuated, obſtinate fin- 
ners are fubducd, and the enflaved mind i 15 brought 1 in- 
to the glorious liberty of God's dear Son.“ It pro- 
 chims this liberty to us$, and where it is not finally 
Top away from us+,” it happily produces this liberty, 
10 that we enjoy the experience of it in our oun ſouls; 
and tnote who have © DCLICY ed through grace, ” Know . 
9 1 in 
om. ii, 23. $ Rom. vi. 23. + Jobs iii. 16. t Rom. viii. 
32, Fr * „ 1 Cor. vi. 19, 29, F Luke iv. 18, 19>. 
I Ads Kili. 49. 7 Acts xvili. 27. 
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in ſome meaſure, that the truth hath made them 


free.“ They are © begotten ag ain by the word of 
truth—even the word which by the goſpel 1 is preached 
unto them.” They have puriticd their touls in oben 
ing the truth thro' the {pirit*.” The God of love has 
« purified their hearts by faithy.” hope, brethren, 


that many of you have ſome experience that this is Your 


own caſe. You find this glorious liberty from tlic pow. 


er of fin and this preſent evil world.” You feel tliis | 


delightful change from fin to holineſs. You no longer 
purſue * the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts ot the eve, ard 
the pride of life,” after which you were formerly * 4 
away captive by the Dev il at his will.” But, on tlie con- 
trary, you © delight in the law of God, after the in- 
ward man. ” Y hunger and thirſt after righteouf. 


neſs. You eſtcem the commandments | of God * 4. 


bove gold, yea above fine gold ;” they are ſwect. 


er to you than honey, and the honey comb.“ I his 


effected by the operation of the goſpel of Chriſt on your 
ſouls. This proves its holy tendency in a manner i. 

rior to all the arts of reaſoning. Let it appear in your 
life and converſation. Be wiſe and watchful. Keep 
yourſelves unſpotted from the world.” Beware that 
« after you have eſcaped the pollutions of the world, 
through the Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, you be not again entangled therein and over. 


come, and YOur latter end be worſe with you than the 
beginning®*.” © Abſtain from all appearance of evilt.” 
Thus all men of underſtanding, who obſerve you, wil 


confeſs that your conv eriath 2n 15 thus tar, eas it beco- 


meth the 2oipel of Chrift.” 


2. The golpel of Chriſt” exhibits abundant and 

aHufficier.: race and pos er to maintain your ground, 
and to obtain a fat and comp/cte victory over all the 
enemies of your us; and it contains s mot animating | 


an; 
| John viit. 32. 1 Tet. i. 239-20, rv. 22. & Acts xv. % 
4 Jams 1-27. 1 Pet. E. 20. 1 1 The. v. 22; 
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and precious promiſes, to encourage you in your facred 


warfare. Be attentive to theſe encouraging promiſes: 
look to your Almighty Saviour, for the continual fup- 
plies he has engaged to give you; and © be ſtrong in 
the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus,” fully aſſured that 


as your days,” difficulties, dangers, and enemies are, 


« {o ſhall your ſtrength be?” As you are now deliver- 


ed from, and have taken part againſt, the world and 
the devil, be aſſured that they are now your determi- 
ned enemies, and will maintain a conſtant oppoſition 


againſt you. But remember “ this is the victory that 


daily and hourly overcometh the world, even our 
- faith{];” and if you © refiſt the devil, ſtedfaſt in the 


fath**,” you will certainly find that he will flee 
from you*.” 


Remember him who has mercifully faid, to all his 
feeble, afflicted, diſtreſſed followers, © my grace is 


ſufficient tor youy,” for your ſupport and comfort in 
every ſtruggle, and in every combat. And the fame 


kind Saviour aſſures you, with regard to hereafter, © to 
him that overcometh, will I grant to fit with me in my 


throne, even as I alto overcame, and am ſet down with 
my Father in his throne.” Meditate on theſe good 
words of God, realize the truth of them, plead them 
in prayer, and in the ſtrength, and under the influence 


ck them, act like a content chriſtian. Be not conform- 
ec to this world, but be daily more and more © trant- 
formed by the renewing of your minds,” and you will 


hereby increaſe in the comfortable ſenſible experience 


of * what is that good and acceptable, and perfect will 


of God. You ſhall not only read in your bibles, but 
* have the wit neſs in yourſelves,” that your bleſſed Re- 


| CGemercame * that you might have joy, pleaſure, and 


comtort, and every part of ſpiritual lite, and that you 


might have them more abundantly}j];” and that, under 


2 
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the influence of his excecding great and precious pto- 


miſes, it is both your duty and your happinets, 10 


« cleanſe yourſelves from all filthinets of the fleſh and 


ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in the fear of God*” 
This, you will be able to accomplith, through the al. 
mighty power of the holy ſpirit : and your heavenly 


father 1s ever ready to © give the holy ſpirit to them 
that aſk himy. ; | 


You may, and you probably will, have tribulation, 


perhaps © much tribulation” to meet with, and to 


ſtruggle through, in your way to glory+. And © all 
who will live godly in Chrift Jetus ſhail tuffer perſecu- 
tion?” too; but be not diſcouraged ; © prets toward: 
the mark,” keep the Captain of your falvation” 


_ continually in view, who will not leave, nor forſake 
you.” Be attentive to every duty, wait on the Lord | 
for renewed ſtrength, in every ordinance ; “ truſt in 


the Lord at all times, and in his ſtrength, you ſhall 


bid defiance to every foe, ſurmount every difficult, 
and in a little time bid farewel to every danger. 


« Yea, in all theſe things, you ſhall be more than 
conquerors, through him that loved you.“ Thus 
Keep near to your God, maintain your ground, * fight 


the good fight of faith,“ and vou ſhall © grow ſtronger 


aad ſtronger,“ in faith, love, and every branch of ho- 


lineſs; and all who are intimately acquainted with you 
{hall confets, your holy, active, zealous, improving 


_ converfation, is ſuch as “ becometh the goſpel of 


Chriſt;“ that precious, glorious goſpel, which contains 
every concelvable ſtimulation, which exhibits every 
ncedtul ſupply to the true believer in Jeſus. 


4. The goſpel tcacheth us the infinite value of an | 
intereſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, even though we are 
deprived of every thing elle, that is eſteemed great or 
o00d, It you truly believe in leſus, my brethren, 

| | cc you 


; Sg 


2 Cor. vii. 1. 8 Luke xi. 13. + Acts xiv. 22. | 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
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& you are all the children of God by faith“, and if 
you be the children of God, you are Heirs ; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Chriſth.”” If this be your 
character, if this be your happy condition, © all things 
are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas,” (all 
the miniſters of Chriſt, with their various abilities and 
endowments) «or th” world, or life, or death, or 
things preſent, or things to come, all are yours; and 
re are Chriſt's; and Chriſt is Gods. “? 
What heart of ſtone, but glows at words like 
ms” 

Your heavenly Father has promiſed that you 
« ſhall want no good thing*.” Nay, has aſſured 2 
that © all things work together tor your goody ;” an 
that though you may be expoſed to manifold ME. og 
tions, or trials, yet, God is faithful, who will not 
ſuffer you to be tempted,” or tried © above that ye 
are able; but will, with the temptation alſo make a 
way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it .“ 

Now what kind of converſation is becoming ſuch a 
goſpel as this? A goſpel that ſo ſtrongly expreſſes the 
happineſs and the dignity of every true chriſtian ? 
Surely a converſat ion which diicovers cheerfulneſs of 
ſpirit in every trial; patience under every croſs; con- 
tentment in every ſituation, and reſignation to your 
heavenly Father's will, whatever lcenes of trouble vou 
may have to paſs through in this world. 

Let your converſation, in this reſpect, be © as it 
becometh the golpel of Chriſt.” Learn “in every 
fate to be content? ;” and let it appear that you are 
o. Let all men ſee, that you are ſatisfied with the 
portion given to you by tlie prov identia] hand of your 
heavenly | Father, whole uncrring wiſdom knows. bat is 
the beſt for you. Let it always be manifeſt by your tem- 
Per and conduct, that YOU maintain an humble conſci- 


ulnel, 
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ouſneſe that your caſe is much better than you de- 
ſerve; and let a ſenſe of the all- ſufficient, everlaſting 
portion you have in Chriſt, keep you ſercne, chearful 


and happy. Be anxious about nothing” in this life, 


but in every thing,” in every ſtrait, neceſſity and 
trial, by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, 


let your requeſts be made known unto God,” as your 


never-failing, ever-living friend, who is always ready to 


help you, and pities you, © as a father doth his chil. 


dren*.” In thus referring all your concerns to him, 


the peace of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, {hall 
keep your hearts and minds, through Chriſt Jetusg,” 


5. The golpel ſets before you the amazing humilia- 
tion and condeſcenſion of the Son of God, who left the 


glories of heaven, underwent the miſeries of earth, and 


at laſt, endured the ignominious and moft painful 


death of the croſs, in order to make us miſerable and 
unworthy ſinners everlaſtingly happy. He who © being 
in the form of God, thought it not rubbery to be equal 
_ with God; yet made himfelf of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made in 
the likeneſs of men: And, being found in faſhion as a 
man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the croſs“*.“ ; 


Le know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” my 
brethren, “ that though he was rich, yet for your 


lakes he became poor, that ye, through his poverty, 


nught be made rich.» 

Surcly, a goſpel that repreſents to us ſuch a Saviour, 
and tuch a pattern, requires a kind, lowly and con- 
delcending behaviour in you, and in me; otherwile, 
how is Our Convertation fuch as becometh it, or worthy 


„it? Such condetcenfion as that of our Divine Re- 


decmer, most certainly Vug ht to teach us “ not to 


mind Jigh things, but to cundetcend to men of low 


eſtate ;” 


© PL. cini. 13. 5 Phil. iv, 6, 7, * Phil, ii, 6, 7, S. + 2 Cor. vili. g. 
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eſtate ; otherwiſe how can we pretend to call our- 
ſelves the diſciples of the kind and condeſcending 
« Lord of glory: Let your converſation, then, be 
always exemplary for kindneſs, humility, condeſcenſion 
and love. Be ever ready to ſtoop, with pleature, to 
the meaneſt among mortals, and to the meaneſt offi- 
ces, by which you can be really uſeful to others; eſpe- 
| cially, if you can any way contribute to their everlaſt- 
ing welfare. Make it appear that you are “ partakers 
of the divine nature” indeed, as well as in pretence, by 
a radineſs not only to make the neceſſitous among 
men ſharers in your vy poſſeſſions, but even in 
your ſpiritual advantages too; or to perſorm, or to ſuf- 
ter any thing you can, conſiſtent with your other du- 
ties, that they may arrive with you in the regions of glo- 
u and be helped comfortably on in their way thither, 
How much, eſpecially, ſhould profetiors of religion 
be ready to do good one i aucther 7 How retiliieis 1 
the argument of the apoſtle John on this head 
_« Hereby,” favs he, © perceive we the love of Goel, 
becauſe he laid down his lite for us; and we ought to 
lar down our lives for the brethren®.” If this temper 
be in us, and if our behaviour make it maniteſt, our 
conxerſation will, in this part of it, be “ as it becom- 
eth the goſpel of Chriſt. . 
6. The golpe! preſents us with a proſpect of endlets fe. 
lcity, in the world to come, as the certain portion Ot 
al true believers, and in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt man- 
ner affures them of it. It frequently declares „ that 
thoſe who believe in Jeſus ſhall not periſh, but have e- 
ternal life.“ Our Saviour tays to his ditciples, e 
veteve in God; believe alſo in me. In my Father's 
houte are many manſions ; if it were not fo, I would 
have told you. I go and prepare a place tor yor. 
And if 1 go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and cite you to mvlelt; that „here 
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] am, there ye may be alſo*.” This view of the goſpel 


calls for gratitude to a good God, zeal in his ſervice, 


and great purity in heart and life, from all who 
profeſs themſelves candidates of that celeſtial world. 
What an infinite mercy to be made a child of God! 
To be made an heir of never-ending glorv | To haye 
our eyes opened, our conſciences awakened, our minds 
humbled, our fouls converted, in order to prepare ys 


tor an eternal abode in that bleſſed worid ! You know 


by experience, brethren, if truly converted, that © he 
who hath wrought you for this felt-tame thing is 
Godg.” Let it appcar that you daily hive under a 


ſenſe of it; and are ever ready to conlecrate all your 


powers and capacities to his fervice, who, in rich grace, 


has both entitled you to, and prepared you for, ſuch 
ineffable glory. What ſhall I render to the Lord 
for all his benefits,” will ſurely be the language of our 


hearts all the days of our abode in this world. Andif 


this be the language of our hearts, we ſhall, in propor- 


tion, make it manifeſt by a corre{pondent practice. 


Teal will animate our {pirits, and we {hall © delight in 
the law of our good Got, after the inner man.” From 


hence will arile a convertation © becoming the goſpel.“ 


You alſo know that heaven is a place of pertect pu- 


rity. Nothing impure, * nothing that defileth can e- 


ver enter” into that bleſſed world“. If you then pro- 
{cis yourſelves the heirs oi it, waat manner of pertons 


ought ye to be in all hol! converiation and godlinchs?“ 
A candidate for heaven; a citizen of the New Jerula- 


lem, and yet indujging carnal luſts; and vet contormed 


to the fathions and corrupt cuſtoms of 2 vain world! 
What a contradiction is this! Remember, brethren, 
the grace of God which bringech ſalvat! -acheth” 
the grace of Cod WIN DEANgeLh falvation, tcacheth 
all who are poſſeſied or it, that © denying ungodlinels 


n Ooty, in this pretent word,” And whoever B 
not 
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C or poſſeſſions; eaſy with, and thankful for, what your 


do for Chriſt below, will moſt certainly be remember- 
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not taught to live ſuch a life as this, can never with 
confidence and ſatisfaction, look for that bleſſed hope 
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt .“ For, without holineſs, no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord*.” 

The heaven to which you are haſting, is a portion 
which contains all that immortal creatures can enjoy or 
defire ; and when you awake up from the grave, in the 
morning of reſurrection, then ſhall you find yourſelves 
perfectly * fatisfiedg.” — This ſhould teach you to 
maintain, and always to diſcover a holy indifference 
with regard to the trifles of time. It is very unbe- 
coming a prince who 1s heir apparent to the crown, 
to be anxious about ſtraws and pebbles. Every real 
faint is heir to an incorruptible inheritance, © and a 
never-fading crown.” Thete are © referved in heaven 
for you,” and will infinitely more than make amends 
for all the toils, neceſſities, and troubles, you can meet 
with in your way to heaven. Learn then to paſs 
through this world, with a holy ſcorn of its glittering _—_ 
toys, and gaudy pageantry, not defiring its iplendors _ i 


heavenly Father gives you, and entirely content and 
ſubmiſſive, whatever he takes from you; in the con- 
ſſderation that you are © made kings and prieſts uato 
God, and ſhall reign with him for ever and ever.” 

J. © The goſpel of Chriſt,“ aſſures you that every 

ſervice you perform on earth, for the honour and glo- 
ty of your great Maſter and Saviour, thall be abun- 
dantly rewarded in the next world. Whatever you 


ed at the great day of account. For God is not un- 
nghteous to forget your work and labour of love, which 
You have ſhewed towards his name*.” So that, if you 
| Gare give him credit till that day, and, in the mean 
ume © be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
. „ the 
+ Tit, ii, 11, 12, 135. * Heb. xii. 14. & Pſalm, xvii. 15, 
+t]a,i.12, 1 Pet. i. 4. He. i. 10. 5 
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the work of the Lord, you will then prove, to your 
everlaſting joy, that . your labours ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lordy.” Can you be /ot/ful, brethren, 
with ſuch a proſpect before your eyes? Will not views, 


like theſe, rouſe you to a holy activity and zeal for 1 


God ? You hear of thoſe who have waded through 
ſeas of blood, to obtain the poor fading honours of this 
life. Theſe are puſhing “ for a corruptible crown; 


but you for an incarruptible+.”” You can't make the 
promiſe of a trifling pecuniary reward to a child in one 


of your families, to be pertormed at the end of a day 
or a week's labour, but you expect 1t will quicken 
him to diligence in buſineſs : and if he be not peculiar. 


ly ſtupid, you will find that it hath this effect upon 
him. You ſee inſtances daily of the force and power |} 
of ſuch perſuaſions as theſe. And ſurely you ſeel the 


ſacred animating force of them in your own hearts, 


Ob, then, let your converſation make it appear. Let 
your zeal and unwearied affiduity in the ſervice of God, 
give every ſpectator a convincing proof that © having 


ſuch promiſes” as theſe, it is your endeavour and am- 
bition © to cleanſe yourſelves from all filthineſs of the 


fleſh and ſpirit, and to pertect holineſs in the fear of 


God*.” This converſation is ſuch as“ becometh the 
JJ --- VF 

8. Once more; the goſpel informs you that al! of 
you who believe, and love the Lord Jetus, and al 
other true believers, ſhall go to the ſame heaven, and 


cteraally enjoy tlie ſame bleſſedneſs. They ſhall be | 


with me, where I am,” ſays the dear Redeemer, * that 


they may behold my glory.“ They ſhall all be with 


him.—Surely this ſhould engage all believers to © walk 


in love,” to © take heed that they fall not out by the | 
way.” Whoever is, truly converted is a real chriſtian, 


whatever miſtakes he may lie under. His miſtakes, 
whether in faith or practice, will certainly be me 
| 3 | c na ec 
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« 25 wood, hay, and ſtubble,” at the great trying 
day, when the fire ſhall try every man's work, of what 
fort it is! and the perſon ſhall © ſuffer the loſs” him- 
felt. But this conſideration calls for my pity towards, 


FS cather than reſentment againſt, any other profeffor 


| who is apparently built on the foundation, Chriſt Jeſus, 
And yet appears, in the integrity of his heart, whether 
dy the © fleight of mens,“ or otherwiſe, to be led 
into theſe miltakes. For the 4% thall be all his own. 
And if this were not the caſe, yet it is manifeſt by 
conſtant obſervation, that tlieſe miſtakes are, by no 
means, likely to be cured by wrangling, or by an ill- 
natured ſhy behaviour. And how ugly does it appear, 
that thoſe who are going to the ſame everlaſting home, 
to feaſt eternally in the fame delighttul manſions, ſhould 
behave to each other as enemies in their way to theſe 
manſions! What an inconſiſtent appearance will it 
| have, brethren, when we ſtand before our heavenly 
| Father, if it then be found that we have ſpent any 
part of our time in angry contentions ; or any part of 
our breath in reproaches and hard names in our jour- 
| ney homewards ! Will this be any decoration to our 


| character then? Will this do us any honour amon 


the inhabitants of that world of peace and love? Will 
this procure any reward from the God of peace? 
who has taught us to follow peace with all men?“ 
In a word; is this a © converſation that becometh the 
goſpel of Chriſt ?” If not, ſuffer the word of exhor- 
| ation; and how zealous ſoever you are, as you ought 
to be zealous, for every part of truth, let vour temper, 
your tongue, and your whole life demonſtrate, that 
You cordially with © grace and peace to all that IN 
T EVERY PLACE, call upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, both theirs, and ours.“ . 
Io conclude; let your whole converſation be © holy, 
_ harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from fin” and ſeparate from 
lnners : adapted to glority your dear Saviour, who of his 
5 | _ infinite 
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infinite mercy and love, hath given himſelf for you, and 


hath ** called you out of darkneſs into his marvelous 
light ;” and in every relation, and every concern of this 
life, let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may 
ſee your good works, and glorify your Father, who is in 
heaven.“ This is a converſation © becoming the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt ;” while the contrary one will be a re- 
| proach to your character and profeſſion, and will diſho- 
nour * that holy name by which you are called.” 
III. Let me endeavour to illuſtrate the argument 
which the apoſtle uſes, to enforce his advice ; or the 
reaſon he aſſigns for his ardent wiſhes, that the conver. 
ſation of his Philippian brethren may be uch as that 
above deſcribed. *© That whether I come and fee you, 
or elſe be abſent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye 
ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving toge- 
ther for the faith of the goſpel.” _ 
The apoſtle was now a priſoner at Rome, and tells 
the Philippians in the 25th verſe, that he is confident 
of being ſtill preferved, notwithſtanding his preſent 
confinement, and ſuffering. But, as he might poſſi- 


bly be directed, 1n the courſe of providence, to labour 


ellewhere, rather than at Philippi, he exhorts them to 
attend to this one thing, a chri/tian converſation, which 
15 the great concern of all true believers ;—and then, 
thould he be favoured with an opportunity to pay them 


another viſit, or ſhould he be called to another part ot 


the world, and not permitted to ſee them again in the 
fleſh, he might, however, hear of their proſperity, 


ſtedſaſtneſs and zeal, in the work of the Lord. | 
I, brethren, am a poor inſignificant creature; and | 
whether | ſee you again, or not, cannot be of much | 
importance to you, though I doubt not, it will always |] 
be a very great pleaſure ro me. You know the precs | 
riouſneſs of my preſent circumſtances, and how un- 


certain it is, whether I muſt continue to labour 3. 


mong you as a minifter or not. Lite, alſo, is very 


tuncertain, I may be ſoon called out of the world; 
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or, if life be continued, I may poſſibly be removed 
5 great diſtance from you. This is entirely in the 
hand of the Sovereign diſpoſer of all events, and with 
him 1 would cheerfully leave it. I hope to have the 
great pleaſure of ſeeing you often. Yet it may be o- 
therwiſe, even though I ſhould be preſerved in life, 
—There is, however, one unſpeakable comfort to 
you, and to all the ſaints. Chriſt, your Almighty 
Saviour, lives for ever. He is a friend that never 
will, never can fail thoſe who truſt in him. “ Cleave 
to him with full purpoſe of heart*,” and you will 
certainly find that he will abide with you, and bleſs 
| you with his preſence, while here; and in a little 
time, he will „come again, and take you to him- 
ſelf, that where he is, you may be alſo.” There 
will then be no more ſeparations, confuſions or dif- 
quietudes. There and then you will be“ filled with 
all the fulneſs of God,” and completely happy in his 
love, and the fruition of his preſence through the 


| ayes of eternity. | 


But ſhould my life he continued, brethren, it 
uill undoubtedly be the joy of my heart to hear of 
the ſtedfaſtneſs and holy fervour, with which you re- 
tain your eſteem for our adorable Saviour, and his 
truth and intereſt, This will be the beſt tidingsI can 
hear of you. To hear this will be the delight of my 


| foul, wherever my lot is caſt on earth. To hear that 


you are increaſed and grown rich in the poſſeſſions 
of this world; to hear that you are applauded of 
men, 15 a mere trifle, compared with hearing of your 
ſpiritual welfare. It is indeed pleaſing to be attended 
vita great numbers, and to have your aſſemblies 
crowded. —But even this will give little ſatisfaction 


| my mind, as it will be of ſmall advantage to 30, 
| compared with what the apoſtle here ſo warmly te- 


commends. To hear this of you will greatly con- 
tribute to my comfort in lite; and, I am pertuaded, 
7 8 will 
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will greatly increaſe my joy in the hour of death, 
And, if it would not be too bold to form a conjecture 
of this kind, I will venture to add, that ſhould I he 
called to heaven, where I humbly hope, through in. 
finite mercy, to enjoy an everlaſting abode; and 
| ſhould thoſe angels whom your heavenly Father ap. 
points to be your miniſtering ſpirits“,“ while here 
on earth ; thould theſe angels report your proſperity 


in heaven, which, I apprehend, is no way umproba- 


ble, I cannot but imagine this report would make an 
addition to my pleaſure and joy in thoſe inconceiva- 
bly delightful manfions. Oh ! my beloved brethren! 
my * heart is enlarged” towards you. Let me have 
joy of you in the Lord! Suffer me to hope; ſuffer 
me to perſuade myſelf, that you will “ ſtand faſt in 
one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving together for he 
faith of the goſpel.” 


In this hope, I proceed to confider the latter part 
of my text, and the excellencies which our apoſtle 
deſires to ſee, or to hear of, among the Philippians, 
and which I beg leave to recommend to you, with 


tenderneſs and affection.—We ſhall find them to be 
' UNANIMITY, STEDFASTNESS, AND ZEAL. 


I. UNANIMITY, One ſpirit, with one mind.” 
It may here be proper to obſerve, that however deſi- 
rable, it can ſcarcely be rationally expected that any 
community, ſo numerous as you are, ſhould always 
be exactly ot the tame judgement, or have exactly the 
| lame choice and wiſh, in every little circumſtance, 
about which the ſcripture is not expreſs and particu- 


lar. This appears neceſſary to be remembered by you 


all, that you may never unhappily & Hite and devour 
one another,” or indulge that propenſity to 2974 ie 
ling, which, alas! hath often been too prevalent 
„„ Ee among 
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among profeſſors of religion. If you keep this obſer- 
vation in mind, it may ferve to meliorate your ſpirits 
and tempers one towards another, when you come to 
converſe on theſe inferior and circumſtantial ſubjects, 
and happen to differ in your thoughts concerning 
them. In order to effect this happy purpoſe, I will 
venture to mention a few of the ſources from whence 
theſe differences in judgment are likely to ariſe, and 
to give you a few ſuch advices as will, I apprehend, 
be ſerviceable to you, when matters of this kind come 
under your conſideration. To 9 15 
Happy would it be if real honeſty were always 
found among the profeſſors of chriſttanityv. This 
would prevent many differences; and if differences 
ſhould happen, it would teach thoſe who differ. to con- 
verſe and hear with candour and openneſo of mind, 
Nevertheleſs, it muſt, I think, be allowed that ſuch 
lefſer diverſities of judgment may happen, even where 
erſons are really upright ; and that from fuch cau- 
ſes as the following : „ 

1. From the very great diſparity in natural capaci- 
ties, which is undeniably evident even among good 
men themſelves. Some arc naturally briſk and lively 
in thinking; while others are naturally dull, flow, 
ſtupid, and lethargic, Some are poſſeſſed of great 
ſagacity, and capable of deep penetration; while 
others can hardly go below the very ſurface of a ſub. 


ject.—Some perſons proceed in an awkard manner, 


hardly to be deſcribed in words, as if it were moſt 
agreeable to their genius ever to begin at the wrong 
end of the ſubject: While others can with all the 
caſe imaginable, take a fundamental maxim, or pro- 
poſition; or apply themſelves to a general rule, and 
deduce the particular ones from it, and apply them 
bo their ſeveral purpoſes; and proceed with regularity, 
light and pleaſure, through all the ſeveral gradations 
ot an argument, or theme, till every thing be made as 
plain as the nature of the ſubiect will admit. 


In 
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In theſe, and in almoſt innumerable other inſtan. 
ces, the difference of natural capacity is very great 
among men, as it were eaſy to ſhew at large, were 
this a proper time, and place for it. And from 
hence a difference of judgment, eſpecially in matters 
of intricacy and difficulty is almoſt unavoidable, 


2. The prejudices of education are very ſtrong and 


prevalent, and too often mingle themſelves with our 


thoughts and reaſonings, even in the facred and aw- 
ful concerns of religion, According as we have 


been accuſtomed to hear and talk formerly, we are 
ſtrangely apt to think now on ſubjects that lie before 
us. Theſe prejudices frequently prevail too far be. 


fore we are aware of their influence. And it is a 
dithcult matter to ſhake them off even when we are 


apprehenſive of their prevalence. As perions, there- 


fore have been taught differently in childhood and 
youth; it is not to be wondered at, if they think and 
_ reaſon differently in riper years. Hence it follows 
that when we conſult upon a ſubject concerning which 
the ſcripture is not clear and exprels, there is need 


of great care and caution, left theſe different precon- 


ceptions be the cauſe of contention in the church of 


Chriſt. Many unhappy diſcords in the churches of 


Rome and Corinth about meats and days appear to 


have ariſen from theſe education prejudicesꝶ. 
3. Our different connections in life, the different 
company with which we are converſant, and the dit- 


ferent modes of thinking and ſpeaking, among ſuch 


company, are frequently the cauſe of diverhity in 
Judgment on ſacred ſubjects : and where the mig 
15 not Jaborious to examine things cloſely, will fre. 
quently have a laſting influence, eſpecially concern. 


ing thoſe matters in which the ſcripture is not full 
and expreis. You neighbours, your ſhop-mates, 
and) other familiars ſprak of things as they have heard 


and learnt, Diffetcat traditions have been handed 
WET don 
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down, in neighbourhoods and families, from one 
generation to another, arifing from a great variety of 
incidents, not necdful to be. here mentioned, and, 
through the darkneſs and corruption of the haman 
mind, have been embraced, and taken deep root, 
and ſometimes prevailed aloft imperceptibly.— 
Now young perſons, and rhole of leſs diſcernment, 
and weaker capacities, eſpecially, and thoſe whoſe 


genius is more indolent, contract theſe different ha- 


bits, views and modes, Whether right or wrong; and 
without watchſulnels and caution, they read the ſcrip- 
tures, hear the word preached, and conſult on divine 
things under the power of theſe prejudices. It is 
very natural to ſuppoſe, from hence, that the thoughts 
or men will be different, on the ſame ſubjects, in 


coaſequence of theſe different connections, and may, 


for a conſiderable time, perhaps to the end of life, 
mus continue, where there is not ſome plata and poſi. 


fre paſſage of ſcripture to determine the point 
m queſtion. Thoſe who are converſant with 0- 
thers on religious topics, often find this to be 


the caſe 1n fact. Now, it is the buſineſs and deſign 
of Satan, the enemy and deſtroyer of mankind, to 
take the advantage ot theſe things, and to make = 
them the ſeeds of contention in the churches of Chriſt; 


mad hereby to imbitter the minds of profeſſors one a- 


gainſt another; of whom it would be well for us to 
be always aware, that we may guard againſt this and 
all his other w iles and ſtratagenis. 

4. Different authors are read by different PRIN ; 
and as the views of thele different authors, on the 
lame ſubje&, are often contrary to one another, the 
readers of them will naturally imbibe different ſenti- 
ments co2cerning the tame thing. Authors them- 
bees have : derived various prejudices from education, 

ad connections in life; and are feldom entirely free 
"ge the ftuence of the e ps: huge es in their writs: 
Ms, And it 4; cry common tor 1valers, efpecial- 
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ly young perſons, and thoſe of weaker capacities, tg 
conceive and ſpeak as the authors do whole works 
they have read. 

Sometimes the {ame author is approved by one, 
and diſapproved by another, and both theſe mem. 
bers of the ſame church. Thus different ſentiments 
are transfuſed into the breaſts of different perſons in 
the ſame community; theſe different ſentiments are 
ſuggeſted when the ſubject happens to come under 
confideration, ſuſpicions of error or hercly are indul- 
ged; the tempers of the oppolers too frequently 


grow warm; contention ariles, and the peace of the 


community A injured, I may add, this is more fre- 
quently the caſe among bold men, who have ſcarce. 
ly begun to think with attention and freedom ; and it 
often proceeds to a very great degree, if chere be 


not a prudent miniſter, or ſome other perſon of in. 


fluence in the church, who may decide the contro- 
rerſy, or put a ſtop to the debate. 3 

5. Some perſons have not only better capacities, 
hut alſo much more opportunity for reading and me- 
\:ration than others have; and they have both read, 
aad heard, and thought a great deal more than many 


of their brethren. Their ſituation, age, freedom 


from worldly cares, long ſtanding in the church, and 
Other ſimilar circumſtances may be aligned as rca- 
ſons for this. Now while one has read, and heard, 
and thought much, and another has dad but little 
opportunity for theſe exerciſes, it is not to be won— 
dered at, if they form different conceptions of the fame 


ſubject, where the ſcripture 15 not very exprets and 


full; but particular dir. ctions Are chiefly included in, 
and theres, ore to be derived from, g -ncral rules. At 
the fame time, it may happen, ae ſometimes doth 


nappen, that thoſe who are young, lately converted, 


and jittle acquainted v ich leripture, and but little em- 
ploved in cloke meditation, yet are lively in conception 
and bold and free NN CN expreflion, w 11 advance, and ſtre- 

nuouſſj 
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nouſly maintain that, which if they had digeſted things 
better, would appear even to themſelves, in its own 
colours of error, folly, and ridicule. Thoſe who are 
| more wile and thoughtful, find it neceſſary to ſpeak 
| differently. This, it care be not taken, opens a way 
for oppoſition and contention. Os 
6. In the ſame religious ſociety there are generally 
perſons of very different taſtes and inclinations, as well 
2s of different capacities. There are ſome who take a 
particular pleaſure in reading and meditating on divine 
ſubjects. It is their meat and their drink to be thus 
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employed. — Others neither appear to ſee the impor- 


tance, nor feel the ſweetneſs of ſuch employment. 
Their minds are not ſtudious at all; but are perpetual- 
y volatile and rambling from thing to thing. And 


when ſuch ſubjects happen to be the topic of converſa- 


tion, theſe loole thinkers will diſcover their ignorance 
to thole who have thought more cloſely; and yet per- 


haps, will be as pert and poſitive as if they had fearch- 


ed every thing to the very bottom, and ſeen every 
argument through and through. Thole who have 


been more attentive and conſiderate find it neceffary to 
oppoſe; and hence, without great care, prudence and 
| meeknels, another way is opened for animoſity and 


wrangling. ES : 
7. Once more; different perſons are generally more 


| Or leſs intereſted in the matter that comes under con- 


_ tideration, and the leveral circumſtances of it; and 
this intereſt will ſway them, unleſs they be watcliful, 
towards the one or the other fide of the point in queſ- 
tion. Perhaps they have before time expreſled their 
lentiments reſpecting it, and they mult {till abide by 
the tame opinion, leſt they ſhould appear too much 
like a changeling. Perhaps they or their friends may 
ſuſtain ſome clitadvantage, or be obliged to bear their 
crols, if the matter ſhould take this or the other turn. 
Too often perional reſentment will excite contradiction. 


Theſe and many other inducements will bias the mind, 


L. 2 awaken 
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awaken oppoſition, and rouſe the paſſions to a flame. 


They will call forth every thing that looks like the ſha, 
dow of an argument; and ſometimes unhappily mk 
ter the ſpirits even of brethren in the goſpel, one 

| againſt another. So weak a creature is man, and ſo 

neceſſary is caution, even in the management of our 

Redecmer's deareſt intereſts and concerns. 


YOU will recolle&, brethren, that I have an eye ig 
all theſe obſervations, to thole cafes reſpecting the 
worſhip, order and diſcipline of a chriſtian church, or 
the particular duties of the members of it, in from 


ſpecial circumſtances, wherein the ſcripture does not 
appear to give exprets and poſitive directions; but las 


down ſuch general rules, as if well underſtood, and dy. 
ly attended to, will anſwer every valuable purpole, tor 


your comfort, proſperity, and advancement in holi- | 
nefs.—Such calcs do, and will occur; and one great 


concern when they do occur, 1s, to be ce all of one 
mind, with one {pirit.” In order to which, | beg 
leave to offer you the following advices. 

2. Make not too much of theſe comparatively indife- 
reut matters. Had they been of very great weight, 
the God of witlom and love would not have left us ſo 
much in the dark about them. He takes no pleaſure 
in the perplexity of his children. He will moi 
atluredly abide by his own rule; aud would hare 
us, at all times, to keep it in view... Secret 
things belong to the Lord our God, and things 


that” are revualed belong to us and to our chi 


drenF.” So that we nec not be very anx1ous about 


what is rot revealed to us, and made quite clear in 


the ſacred ocacles. 


2. In all conſultations upon the ſubject . to 
above, examine yourſelves whether you be not influ- 
enced by ſome of the prejudices J have mentioned, or 
by others of a ſimilar kind. For it you be, they vi 


lead 
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ad you to partiality, and conſequently quite unfit 
ou for conſultation and debate upon any matter 
which relates to the kingdom of our God and Saviour. 
No one is qualified for this, whoſe whole heart does 
not fay © thy will be done.” He who does not re- 
ard a conformity to the will of Chrilt, as infinitely 
preferable to the ſuiting of his own inclination or in- 
tereſt, can never be likely to demonſtrate that diſin- 
tereſted regard for the truth, power, and purity of 
chriſtianity, which is abſolutely neceſſary, in all who 


| would not © do the work of the Lord deceitſullyx.“ 


It is neceſſary, therefore, that you exercite a holy ſe- 
rerity over yourſelves, and determine to be d veſted of 
every bias; otherwiſe you are in danger of being 1nju- 
nous, rather than advantageous to the intereſts of our 
pleſſed Redeemer. 5 5 
3. In all meetings for conſultation reſpecting any 
particular affair that relates to the worſhip, order, diſci- 
pline, or purity of the church, be all of you careful to 
put yourſelves, as much as may be in the place of 
each other. Let our Saviour's golden rule be ever be- 
fore all your eyes. As ve would that men ſhould 
do unto you, do ye even ſo to thems.” This will 
pterent you from bearing too hard upon each other: 


It will teach you to be tender, gentle, and kind, to 


| * bear one another's burthens-þ,” and to “ be kindly 
 affeioned one to another, with brotherly love, in ho- 
nour preferring one another g.“ When you have 
learnt theſe important letious well, ani] learnt each to 
eſteem others better than himſelf , you will find that 
it has a happy and powerful tendency to mortity that 
pride, and ſelf-lobe, which, though often too preva- 
bent, are the bane of genuine chriſtianity, and very de- 
A ſtruclive of that impartielity without which nothing 15 
likely to be done righit in the affairs of religion. 
| | 2 3 | 4. cc Be 
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4. Be all of you ſubject one to another, and be 


cloathed with hunulity*.” Let none of you ever 


aſſume authority over the meaneſt member in the 
church. For though, as we {hall fee in the next ad. 
vice, the younger are under particular obligations to 
{ſubmit to the elder, yet none is warranted to claim a 
ſuperiority over the reſt. You have one My er, 


even Chriſt; and all ye are brethren$.” Humility 1 


ard condeſcenſion are great ornaments to the chriſtian 


character; aud of ſpecial advantage to the church of 
God. But where pride and {elf-apyrobation prevail, 


they produce an abominable offspring, envying and 
ſtrite;“ the ruinous effects of which are, “ contuſion 


and every evil work.” Where perfons © have ways 
of their own,” and are reſolved to © yield to no other,” 
and ſuch pertons are encouraged in their ſelf-will and 
ſtupidity ; the conlequence to be expected is, firit, the 
confuſion, and after that the ruin of the whole commu- 
' nity. Such perſons and ſuch tempers as theſe cannot 


ſafely be tolerated in any ſociety whatever, whether ci- 
vil, political, or facred ; and leaft of all in a ſacred 


ſocleſy. A very {mail ſhare of common ſenſe is ſuffi. 
cient to evince the truth of this. Let me exhort you all 
to keep it in mind. If you would act a rational part, if 
you would diſcover a reverential regard to our dear Lord 


and Maſter, if you wiſh well tothe intereſts of his church, 
be at all times willing to © ſubmit yourſelves one to 


another in the fear of Golf,” and be einn ready 


to ſacrifice your own humours and incl ing 1-445 at the 
tzet of each other, and with nothing, detire nothing, 


but He proſecution of that, Which after « cool and ler. 


ous deliberation, ſhall appear beſt to the hole com- 
Wan or ſuch part of it, as appcar m mot . 
to Juche e in the cate in < ueſtion. 1 

Take care, eſpecially, that you who are“ voung- 


er ſubmit yourtelves to the older”? metabers of the 
church. 


* i For. V. 5 3* 3 Mat xziii. 8. 7 Jam. i 11. 15. 0 E 244 
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church d. Both nature and ſcri pture dictate the pro- 
pricty of this. It is natural to expect that eder people 
will be more ſteady in their minds, and will think more 
coolly, than thoſe who are young, in general do. They 


have read the fcriptures more frequently, and with 


more deliberation and care, than the younger can be 
ſuppoſed to have done.—They have alſo heard the ſcrip- 
tures explained more trequently, and have converied 
longer and oftener about the ſeveral doctrines and du- 
tics contained and enjoined in them; and, one would 
hope, have entered more fully into the meaning and 

ſpirit of them than thoſe who are leſs advanced in years, 


and have not been long acquainted with religion. Not 
to mention, that, as in caſe of difference in judgment, 


there mutt be a {ſubmiſſion in {ome things, for the fake 
of unanimity, on one ſide or the other; nothing can be 


more natural and reaſonable than ior the younger to 
ſubmit to the aged, rather than the aged to thote who | 


are YOUNg. „„ = 
6. When matters of difficulty in which the ſcrip- 
tures are not fully deciſive, come under confideration, 


nud cannot be determined to the entire ſatisfaction of 
all the community, another direction of the apoſtle 
icems to be neceſſary tor the peace and harmony of the 


whole church :—Obey them that have the rule over 
vou, and ſubmit yourtelves*.” Let the tubje&, in all 


ſuch doubtful cates, be referred to, and confidered and 
decried by the elders, or other officers in the church; 


and all the other members acquieſce in their determi- 


nation. They have, more particularly, the care of the 
church committed to them. They are obliged by their 
ozce, to be more immediately concerned for its proſ- 
parity and welfare. They are eſpecially accountable to 


| 18401 


ac, tor the high truſt committed to them. It is 


moit reaſonable to tuppoir they are beſt qualified to 
conlult about it, and to determine what is moſt lcrip— 
] Wu an! beneficial with refoect to it. If they have 


ION 
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not qualifications ſuperior to the reſt of their brethrer, 
and if the churches wellare do not appcar to lie near 
their hearts, why do you allow them to ſutlain theſe 
offices? If the church have voluntarily given the reing 


of government into their hands, they ought undoubt. 


edly to act in character, and in all doubtful caſes to 


ſubmit to their deciſion. 


7. If any darkneſs or perplexity Rill remain, and all 
your minds have not full ſatisfaction in the dccifions 
at any time given, or the methods purtucd, in theſe 
leſs important and more difficult matters, allow each 


other full liberty to act, as an individual, in that 
manner which he apprehends to be moſt pleafing to 
60d. — Take the advice of the great apoſtle, on a ſi- 


milar occaſion, Let not him that eateth deſpiſe him 
that eateth not; and ler not him that cateth not, judge 


him that eateth ; for God hath received him.“ Let 
every one be conſcientious, and act as he is “ perſuad- 


ed in his own mind,“ he can beit anſwer it to the great 
Judge of all, at his appearance, and his kingdom" 
and be aware of condemning or cenſuring one another 
while you all appear to act from a 3000 conſcience 
towards God. Remember that ev ery one of you muſt 
« (tand or fall to his On maſter.” We muſt al 
« oIve an account of ouricivcs,” in a little time, © to 
him who is ready to judge both the quick and the 
dead.” Thus, „ walk in lov e, as Chriſt hath loved 
vou, and given bumiclt tor you ;” and © be at peace 
among vourlelves.“ . 
However , in theſe leſs explicit and leſs important 


matters, and amidſt the darknet ; ind perplexity which 
may at any time attend them, you may full be“ of 


one mind,” in many reſpects, and maintain that un 
animity 1 harmony, which vill greatly erer wn 
to the happineſs and proſperity of the whole. In or. 


der to promote which, I alto beg leave to adviſe you 


* * 7 = 
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| Unite in making the holy ſcripture your ody rule, 
fo far as you can underſtand it, and fo far as it relates 
to any caſe you at any time have in hand. Never 
knowingly admit of a deviation from it, whatever be 
the conſequence, or whatever be the cuſtom of others 
round about you, or of any with whom you are ac- 
quainted. As the word of God is completely ſuffici- 
eat to © make the man of God perfect, throughly 
furniſhed unto all good works*,” never venture to 
make any addition to it, leſt the Lord © reprove you, 
and you be found liars” before him. Let no precon- 
ceived notions of policy or propriety, let no defire 
to reſemble your anceſtors or your neighbours or ac- 
quaintance, by any means divert you from this. Let 
every thing be brought directly © to the law and to the 
teſtimonyd and reſt entirely ſatisfied in the deciſion of 
that, and act accordingly. This is having “no Maſ- 
ter but one, even Chriſt;“ and if you be all united in 
this reſolution, and unanimous in purſuing this me- 
thod, you cannot fail to find it much more eaſy to be 
united in every important article both of faith and of 
practice. You have no perfect example beſides the 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; you have no infallible teſt of right 


and wrong but his word. Keep your eyes then, at all 
mes, invariably upon that, and vou are in no danger 


of being materially wrong. „ 
Again; be unitedly determined to read and “ ſearch 
the ſcriptures *,“ with all the diligence and attention of 
which you are capable, in order to be well acquainted 
wth the mind of your bleffed Lord and Matter. 
Make the ſcriptures © your meditation day and night +,” 
that you may not be ignorant Ot any branch of d uty: 
that you may neither be at a lots to practiſe it vour- 
lelres, nor to admonith and echort one another reſpeck— 


mit. Thus your minds will be furniſhed with direc- 
trons ſuited to every caſe; and you will ſind this to be one 
rery effectual method, wherchs © the whole body wilt 


be atly joined together, anc] compacted by that which 
85 NMI . every 
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every joint ſupplieth, according to the effectual wort. 


ing in the meaſure of every part, making increaſe of | 


the body, unto the edifying of itſelf in love?.” 
Unite in conſulting on every neceſſary ſubject with 


candour and a teachable diſpoſition, and a thankful 


readinels to receive inſtruction of each other, eſpecially 
of your miniſter, whenever it can be given you. Ne. 
ver omit a meeting of this kind, if it can be avoided, | 
leſt you thereby loſe that inſtruction which may be for 

your advantage all your life to come. And never come 

with a conceited opinion that you are right before. hand. 
This both unfits you for conviction and converſation; 


and diſcourages others in ſpeaking on the ſubject with 


due freedom; and is therefore a barrier againſt the pro- 


pagation of truth among you. Be reſolutely and inva- 
riably determined not to conclude on the matter, even 


in your own mind, till you have heard all that can be 
ſaid about it. A fooliſh awkward conceit, that you 
are certainly right already, though very common in 
ſome perions, is one way to be always wrong, and one 


very probable argument that you are ſo. Beware of 


this temper, therefore, as it lays you open to the at. 
tacks and ſnares of your grand enemy, and is not only 


very prejudicial to individuals, but to the whole ſocie. 


ty. For „where no counſel is, the people fall; but 
in the multitude of counſellors there is fatety*.” 
Further; be anitedly determined to purſue what 18 
ſcriptural, when you find it to be fo, and are ſatisfied | 
with reſpect to it, whatever oppoſition be made againſt 
it, or whoever is profane enough to deride you tor it. 


| Remember once again, you muſt © ſtand or fall to 
your own Maſter,” and therefore let no other have = 
any influence over you. A fondnefs of being © con- 


formed to the world,” has, in all ages, been the bane 


of true, genuine, primitive chriſtianity ; and it is aa 


inrariable rule, by which we may judge of ourſelves, 
that if we are ſeeking © to pleaſe men, we are 2 = 


: F pheſ, iv, 16. Prov, xi, 14. & Rom. xiv. 4. f Rom xt 
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| Grants of Chrift*.” Be all determined, then, to be 


unanimous in making the ſacred oracles your only guide 
in every part of doctrine, of diſcipline, of worſhip and 


practice b | 


While you are thus united, brethren, in your cloſe 


attention to the infallible word of truth, you will {carce- 


ly be at a loſs for particular directions, in every circum- 
{tance of weight and importance. But if you ſhould 


| not be always able to recolle& a particular direction in 


any ſuppoſable cafe that may come under conſideration, 


| which, I grant, may very poſſibly happen, and has been 
| admitted above, yet Iam perſuaded you will find ſuch 
general directions, as, even in theſe inſtances, will pre- 


ſerve you from all animoſity, if you will but take care 
to be unanimous in paying regard to them. I here 


mention four of theſe general directions, and leave 
| them to your meditation, as it is more than time 1 
mould diſmiſs this ſubje&t.—The four general rules are 
| thele—* Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye 
dd, do all to the glory of Gods.“ Let all things be 


done to edifying . Let all things be done decent- 


ly and in orderd . Let all your things be done with 

charity, 1. e. with love. If I am but happy enough 
to “hear of your affairs,” my dearly beloved brethren, 
uud to obtain evidence, that you are, with one mind, 
and in one ſpirit, ſtudying and practiſing all theſe di- 


rections, I ſhall rejoice in aſſurance that peace and tran- 


qulity will abound among you; and conſequently, 
| that you will continue to be a proſperous people. I 
| haſten to conſider the 3 

S SEEoxD excellency, which the apoſtle wiſhes to hear 
of, among the Philippians ; and that is fedfafneſs; 


that ye fand faft in one ſpirit.” This I muſt dit- 


KN 1s my opinion that this expreſhon fand faft, may 


with lafety and propriety, be applied either to your re- 
„„ © Os ſolute 
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ſolute continuance in love and unity, or to your ſtead 
adherence to truth and duty,“ while you maintain 


this love and unity. The phrale appears to be a me. 


taphor taken from the practice of the ancient wreſtlers 
in the Olympic games, who were particularly careful, 


left their antagoniſts thould pulh or remove them from 
their ground, to a more ditadvantageous fituation, in 


order more effectually to obtain the victory, and there. 
by gain the prize“ 


Always keep it in mind, brethren, that if you be di- 


ligently engaged for God, you have an old ſubtle ene. 


my to encounter, who is therefore called © your adver- 
fary, the Devil; and is contriving every ftratagem, 


and laying every ſcheme, by which he can do you an | 
injury. And it he can either divide you among your- 
ſelves, and enrage you one againſt another, or divert a. 
ny of you from * the truth as it is in Jeſus,” one | 
grand point is gained, towards accompliſhing his infer- 
nal defigns. Les „ 5 
But it may be added alſo, © the cares of this world 


and the deceitfulneſs of riches, are inimical to your ed. 
faſtueſs in both the tenſes I have juſt now mentioned. 
And alas! the beſt of men have ſo many imperfections 
and corruptions in themtelves, ready to admit, and e- 


ven unite with, the outward adverſaries of our peace, 
hol ineſs and comfort; to © ſeparate very friends, and 


to divert us from the word of truth, and the path ot 
duty, that it is peculiarly neceflary to be daily on out 


guard againſt them; and continually to © watch and 


pray,“ leſt in theſe, as well as other reſpects, we ſhould 
enter into temptation.” 


Evil ſurmiſings and ſuſpicions, and even quite un- 
grounded ones, are too common, and fact thews that 
they are ſtrangely ready to ariſe, on a thouſand occa- 
tons. A ſuppoſed ſhy lock, a word ſpoken, that !3 


apprehended to be unkind, a becoming brotherly ow 
t Vid. Zanchium apud Polum in loc. » cnx«]6. Verburt 
athletis conveuit, a quibus ſumpta eſt trauſlatio. Beza in loc. 
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dom in admonition or reproof, and a vaſt number of 
other incidental circumſtances are too frequently the 
trivial occaſions of reſentments, and in the end, of op- 
politions, and even ſeparations in the churches of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 


| Againſt all theſe evils, I earneſtly exhort you to be 
| continually on your guard. Remember nothing will 


excuſe you in the neglect of © endeayouring to keep 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace,” or of 


f uſing every proper method you can think of, for pre- 


ſerving and promoting love and harmony among your- 
ſelves. It is your duty, and it is mine, and it will be 
the honour and happineſs of us all to and faſt and per- 
ſevere in this endeavour, to the laſt moment of our 
abode on earth. I might eaſily proceed to enlarge much 
on this ſignificat ion of the phraſe, and illuſtrate and en- 


force the duty of ſtedfaſtnels conſidered in this view of 


it: But having dwelt too long on the ſubject under the 
former head, I here leave it; and proceed briefly, to 
recommend chriſtian fledfaſineſs as it ſignifies your perſe- 
vering adherence to every branch of truth and duty. 


Many things, brethren, have a tendency to make 
you unſtable, though as chriſtians, you are engaged 


in the beſt of caufes, and though it is of ſuch infinite 
conſequence that you ſteadily abide by it. The 
fear of man bringeth a fnare* ;” and it is awfully 


evident, many have been caught by it, to their own 


deſtruction.— You are warned of ir by your only Sa- 


| viour, and everlaſting friend. © Fear not them,” 
fes he “ who kill the body, but are not able to kill 


tte ſoul; but rather fear him who is able to deſtroy 
bath foul and body in hells.” Worldly intereſts are 
long and amazingly prevalent ; though alas! they 


me worth very little; for “ riches protit not in the 
gay of wrath+,” could they be enjoyed to the end of 


| life, But there is no aflurance of them to the poſſeſ- 
b,, exen in this world. They are only a ſhadow) 
| potictfiou , 


. Prov, xxix. a4. Ma. x, 28. + Prov: xi. 4. 
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poſſeſſion ; a © thing that is not ;” and very ofiey | 


c make themſelves wings and fly away, as an eagle 
towards heaven*.” So that they cannot poſſibly 


yield any ſolid comfort either in life or death, Yet, 


ſuch is our depravity and folly, that there is continya] 
neceſſity to watch againſt them, left they divert the 


mind from Chriſt, and lead you to act deceitfully in 


the things of God, and to forſake ſome part of his 
truth, or ſome branch of duty, in order to preſerve 
or obtain them; and thus bring you to the moſt 
ſhameful and moſt painful experimental proof that 


they who will be rich fall into temptation and a | 
ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which 


drown men in deſtruction and perdition.” Should 


this be the unhappy cafe, brethren, with any one of 


you, the time will certainly come, when the throb. 
ing anguiſh of a guilty conſcience will teach you in 
a dreadful, but moſt effe&ual manner, that the 


love of money is the root of all evil; which while 
ſome covered after, (God forbid that any of my | 


preſent audience thould be of the number !) * th 


have erred from the faith, and pierced themſelves | 


through with many ſorrows). 


The friendſhip of men, the attachments that pro- 
ceed from various connections in life, the difficulties | 
which attend the way of truth, and the ſelf-denial 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary in order to walk in it, with | 
many other things in this corrupt and enſnaring | 
world, have alſo too often the ſame fatal tendency, | 
to divert the mind from the truth of God, or diſcou - 
rage thoſe who make a profeſſion of it. But I muſt 
not here enlarge On them. 1 therefore only obſerve 
in general, that you muſt fight and conquer, or you. 
muſt die. For if any man draw back,” ſaith the 
Lord of life and glory, „ my ſoul ſhall have o 
pleaſure in him.“ Nor need the feebleſt of you be 
diſcouraged; for he who is able to ſave you !9 


the 
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the uttermoſt, aſſures you * that his grace is ſuf- 
kcient for you.“ He gives you moſt “ precious 
promiſes, to animate and chear you in your ſpiritual 
warfare ; and with infinite condeſcenſion, decela: cs, 
4 to him that overcometh will I grani to fit down 
1 with me in my throne, even as I alto overcame, and 
am ſet down with my Father in his throne$.” Stand 
| faf then, brethren, in the name and ſtrengih of your 
Almighty Saviour | Stand faft in the faith; quit you 
like men; be ſtrong.” Though your enemies be 
numerous and powerful; your Saviour is infinite hy 
ſuperior to them all; and cleaving to him, you ſhall 
ſoon find to your ine xpreſſible joy, that your ſpiritual 
1} warfare ſhall end in an everlaſting triumph over all 
pour enemies; and with crowns on your heads, and 
palms in your hands, you ſhall ſing victory! victory! 
| to the praiſe of God and the Lamb for ever and - 
In order to this, take care to be frequently review. 
| ing, and meditating on thoſe parts of ſcripture which 
| affert the chief and fundamental doctrines of chriſtiani- 
| ty; that is, ſuch as particularly reſpe& your eternal 
| happineſs ; and thoſe places of ſcripture which particu- 
| larly enjoin the duties of chriſtianity, in order that you 
may not, at any time, loſe fight of them, and fo be 
taken unawares by any adverſary. For if theſe truths 
| and duties, or the ſcriptures on which they are founded 
| be not kept in memory, an oppoſer may, perhaps, in 
un unguarded hour, almoſt baffle you, and laugh you 
out of that which is the chief ſupport of your minds, 
and comfort, and guide, and honour of your life. 
I declare unto you the gotpel,” ſays the great 
apoſtle, © which J preached unto you, by which alto ye 
ue ſaved, if ye KEEP IN MEMORY what I preach- 
e dd unto you.“ „Therefore we ought to give the 
| wore eurneft herd to the things which we have heard, 
ER 
2 Cor. zii. 0. $ Rer. iu. 21. + 3 Cote W. 12. 
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leſt at any time we ſhould LET THEM SLIp* » 
Left we ſhould let them flip out of our minds, and ſo 
not be prepared to vindicate our attachment to them, 
and profeſſion ot them, on all proper occaſions; and 
left we ſhould forge? to reduce them to thoſe grand and 
important purpoſes of comtort and holinets which y 


are i0 directly adapted to ſubſerve. 


Remember that of yourtelves, you are weak ad 


feeble creatures, you are * not ſufficient ot yourlelves 


to think any thing as of yourſelves ; but your ſufficien- 
cy is of God.“ And * they that wait on the Lord 


Hall renew their ſtrength$.” Be ſtedfaſtly attentive 


then, to every opportunity of waiting on the Lord in 


his ordinances, and look to him by faith! in them, that 


he may bleſs and ſtrengthen you according to his good 


word, and that hereby you may grow ronger and 
ſtronger ; that you may boldly and honourably “ con. 
tinue in the faith, grounded and ſet tled, and not to be 
moved away from the hope of the goſpel T.“ Ali 
enation irom God, and from his truth and ways, 


ſeems generally, if not always to begin at the bean, 


and this, in the neglect of deriving {piritual life 
and ſtrength from him in his ordinances. Thus the 
honour of God and his truth become indifferent things. 


Wie begin to conſider the truth only, or chiefly, as the 


diſtinguiſhing notion of a party; 2nd in conſequence of 


this, are willing to change it tor a trifle. And if ant prot- 


5 pect preſent itlelf to us either of 8 advantage by 
parting with it, or of ditadvantage by retaining it, we 


hon thew how © chcap divine trut h 18, 3 in our ei- 
teem. I fear it will appear, at the great trying day, 


that the dreadful apoſtacics which every age has proba- 
ly been witnels to, have originated ] here. Be diligent, 


then, brethren, by all means, in waiting on your net. 


venly Vather, and you {hall nnd that e hen vou c;, 
he will ant r you, and e ,Wỹ& you with Are 161 in 


your touls,j.” 
® Heb. i. . Cor. inn. 5. $ Ital. xl. 31. + Col. b 23. 
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ha word; if you defire to be happy in your own 


fouls ; if you wiſh to honour your divine Saviour, and 


to advance his intereſt : If you wiſh to enjoy a peace- 


ſul conſcience, and to bear an honourable character on 
earth, or to lay up treaſure in heaven, I earneſtly en- 

treat you, through the help of God who is always ready 
to give © liberally to all men,” and who © upbraid- 
eth not, to continue ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtle's doc- 


trine, and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 


prayersy.” | 
Let me only add, be each of you earneſt at the throne 


of grace, that God would bleſs you with ſtedfaſtneſs 


and ſtability of mind ;—earneſtly reſolve upon ſtedfaſt- 
neſs ; remember it is not a trifle whether you be ſted- 
faſt or no; but a matter of infinite conſequence. Ad- 
moniſh one another of, and all keep in mind, your nu- 
merous enemies, who will wiſh to fee, and to make 
vou © unſtable as water.” Exhort and encourage one 


| nother to ſtedfaſtneſs— And pray for each other dai- 


Iv; and may the God of love, as he hath graciouſly 


1 _ promiſed, ever hear, and ever help you, that you may 


indeed, anſwer the character of the truly righteous 
man; © that all of you may © hold on your way; 
that you may always have “clean hands,” and conti- 


5 nually © grow ſtronger and ſtronger+.” 


BUT it is not enough for thoſe who would ſerve 


Chriſt faithfully, promote his intereſt on carth, and 


lay up treaſure in heaven, to be Hhnanimous and fledſaſt, 


but allo to be viggrous and ZLEALOUS. And there- 
fore the apoſtle adds, © /{rivins together for the faith of 


the goſpel.” 
I think it is evident that the faith of the goſpel.“ 


clearly means, in this place, as in ſeveral others}, the 


doctriue of the goſpel. For tliis you are to © ſtrive to- 
—_ i SO oe 
Many things are againſt the truth of the goſpel, and 
MM TT 
{ Jan. i. 3. 5 Acts n. 42% + Job *. 9. 3 Adis vi. 7. 


Gal. 1. 23. 1 Tim. 111. 9 &C, 
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are in danger of enſnaring the indifferent and ſlothſu 
profeſſors of it; which renders this part of the text par. 
ticularly neceflary to be inculcated and enforced on ys 
all. But I have not time to diſcuſs them at larpe. 


Carnal men have, in general, a rooted antipath 


againſt the propagation and promotion of truth in the 
world, becaule it always proclaims condemnation againg 
them. It diſcovers the finfulneis of fin,” and fore. 
tells the dreadful condition of the finner who goeth 
on ſtill in his treſpaſſesd. Its native tendency is to 
promote true genuine holineſs; for it is a doctrine ac. 
cording to godlineſs Ff.“ This, the unconverted finger 
naturally diſlikes, and therefore will take a pleaſure, by 
crafty inſinuations, or by open efforts, in overthrowing 


it if poſſible. It directly oppoſes the deſtructive doc 


trine of ſalvation by our own righteouſneſs}; than 


which nothing 1s 1n general, more agreeable to fallen 


proud man; and therefore, the world cannot bear it. | 
it glorifies the adorable Redecmer, by ſhewing that /e 


has „brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs” tor us?, 
and that we are © made righteous by his obedienceòd:?“ 


Eut this is fo utterly contrary to our natural ſelf. ſuff. 


ciency, that there is a settled averiion in the carnal 
heart againſt it. It ſtrikes at the root of our carnal in- 


tereſts, and moſt juſtly calls for, and fhews the reaſon. 
ableneſs of an entire dedication of ourſelves, and out 
all to the God of our ſalvation, which can never be 
_ agreeable to thoſe who are © ſerving divers luſts and 
_ Pleaſures.” It fets Jeſus at the head of his church, 
and allows no maſter but him only;j, and thereby e- 
_ Poles all the traditions of men, and tumbles them to 


the ground, as ſo many idols before the Lord of Hoſts. 
But it is much more agrecable to human nature to 
* be conformed to this world,” and to © obey men 
rether than Goo,” In a word, its original deſign, and 

 Penuic 


Sce particularly Rom. 11, 
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-nuine tendency are “ to humble the ſinner, exalt the 
Saviour, and promote holineſs.” And therefore, the 
inbred corruption of the believer, the © fleth which 
luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and carnal men in general will 
ever oppole it.” So that the © faith of the goſpel,” is 
ſurrounded with both enemics within us, and enemies 
without us. The neceſſity of “ ſtriving together” for 
it, is from hence very apparent. Strive together,” 
therefore, for the faith of the goſpel.” TI truſt it 
will be almoſt unneceffary, brethren, to ſhew you here, 
how important the faith or truth of the goſpel is, in 
every branch of it. In a former diſcourſe I endeavour- 
ed to lay this before you at large. I fhall only now en- 


| treat you, and I do earneſtly entreat you to look back 
do that diſcourſe“, and let what it contains in com- 
mendation of the truth, be confidered by you, as ſo 


many arguments to excite your diligence and zeal in 
what I am now enforcing. VV 

You will likewiſe remember, that you are here cal- 
led, not only to exert yourſelves for the truth, but to 
do this 197ted/y, That you unite in it as w17h one ſoul. 


* Striving together for the faith of the golpel.” 


This union in the exertion of yourſelves, will give 
ſtrength and firmneſs to the whole body, and hereby 


tender your endeavours more happy, and more vigor- 


ous, and through the bleſſing of God, more ſucceſsful. 


lou muſt ſtrive in the ſupport and propagation of the 


truth, like the wreſtlers in the ancient Grecian games, 


= the word here ſignifies ; and ſtand firm one by ano- 
ther in this ſtrife, and the God of love and truth will 


. Nere 
* See the firſt diſcourſe, on Zech. viii. 17. 


It may here be obſerved, that the removing of a ſingle point in 
our common Greek copies, which is both done, and vindicated _ 


by Beza, ſuggeſts the above thought with itil} more ſtrength and 
energy; and requires a verſion a little different from the com- 
mon one, and in my humble opinion more pertinent to the 
apoſtle's deſign, 4 aun auraJro, , Un pariter animo 
decertantes,—Striving together with one ſoul. —— See Beza and 
Doddiidge in ke, and Schoetgen. Gr. Teſt. in loc. 
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Here 1 exhort you to recolle& the advices I have | 


given you in the firſt of theſe diſcourles}}. Endeavour 


to be well acquainted with the faith of the goſpel in 


every part of it, and to be well efab/ified in it. Whey 
you ſpeak on goſpel - ſubjects be {cr upulouſly careful 8 


e ſpeak as the oracles of God.” Reſolutely abide 
it, and adhere to it, whatever you ſuffer by it. Be «x. 
liaut for it. Give all the aſſiſtance you can in every 


_ chriſtian and ſcriptural attempt to propagate and ex. 
tend it. Endeavour, with prudeice and meetneſs, to 


convert thoſe to the truth who err from it; eſpecially, 


in the moſt important branches of it. And adorn ir | 


by a holy temper and converlation. In all thele endex 


yours, brethren, and in every other, take care to be 

firmly united, as the heart of one man. Read, medi. 
tate, pray, and contult one another on the moſt pro. 
per methods of ſupporting the truth, and ſpreading that 


golpel which I truſt, is the life and joy of your own = 
fouls, and which is, inyariably, the power of God | 
to ſalvation, to every one that bclieveth.” 
Thus, my beloved brethren, I have finiſhed my ad- 

vices to you, 1n general ; and I have not tune for | 
a more particular addreſs to feveral claſſes among 


you. I will therefore leave with each in this audience, 
a paſſage or two of ſcripture, which I beſeech you to 


keep 1n mind ; and haſten to ditmiſs you. „ 
Le careleſs ſinners, who have heard long, but are yet 
inattentive. What will you do when the God ot 
truth, whom you have have hitherto flighted, fulfilb 
the following threatening, in conſigning you to ever- 
laſting miſery and deſpair ? & Becauſe 1 have called, 
and ye refuſed : I have ſtretched forth my hand, and 


no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought my 
_ counſel, and would none of my reproof, 1 alſo wil 


laugh at your calamity ; I will inock when your fear 


_cometh; when Your fear cometh as deſolation, and 


your deftruciioa as a whulwind ; hen diltrets and an- 


guith 


Ser Page 2, xe. 
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gviſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall they call upon 
me, but I will not aniwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, 
but they ſhall not find me.“ 

Ye who are not quite careleſs, but are in ſome 
meaſure, awakened in your conſciences, and begin 
to with for the happineſs which the God of love ex- 
hibits. Remember the following words, as the words 


of God, and not of man. Ho, every one that 


thirſteth ! come ye to the waters; and he that hath. 
no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea come, buy 


vine and milk, without money, and without price. 
The ſpirit and the bride ſay come. And let him 


that heareth, ſay come; and let him that is athirſt 
come. And whoſoever will, let him take the water 
of bfe freely+.” OE „ 
Ye who are diſcouraged by reaſon of your ſins. 
Remember that the Amen, the faithful and true 


uitneſs,“ hath graciouſly ſaid, him that cometh. 


unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out.” Come, now, 
and let us reaſon together, faith the Lord: though _ 
your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as inow ; 


and though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be 
|| a wool. | 5 3 


Young and feeble belieyers. Remember what is 
ſaid of your kind and tender Saviour, He ſhall 


feed his flock like a ſhepherd : he ſhall gather the 
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his boſom, 


and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with young“.“ 

Ye who are advanced in years and grace. Re- 
member, that „we who are ſtrong ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe our- 
kives\.”? e CT + 
Te backfliders! Remember, © it had been better 


for you not to have known the way of righteouſneſs, 
than, after ye have known it, to turn from the holy 


commandment delivered unto you.“ 6 


Prov. i. 24— 29. + Ifai. lv. 1. Rer. xxii. 17. $ Johr vi. 
J. Iſai. i. 189. Iſai. xl. 11. $ Rom. xv. to 
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You who ſtand in different relations to one ang. 
ther. Remember the ſpecial duties incumbent on 
each. Wives, ſubmit yourſelves to your own hul. 
bands, as it is fit in the Lord. Huſbands, love your 
wives, and be not bitter againſt them. Children ob 
your parents in all things: for this is well-pleaſing 
unto the Lord.” Fathers, provoke not your chil. 
dren to wrath : but bring them up 1n the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. Servants, be obedient to 
them that are your maſters, according to the fleſh, 


with fear and trembling, in fingleneſs of your heart 


as unto Chrift*,” Maſters, give unto your ſervants 
that which is juſt and equal, Knowing that ye alſo 


have a maſter in heaveng.” 


& Finally, brethren, whatſoever things are true, 


whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 


juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things 
are lovely, whatſoever things are of good report; if | 
there he any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, think 


on theſe things.” — Now, © rhe grace of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the commu- 


nion of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all. Amen.“ 
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APPENDIX. 


On SELF-EXAMINATION. 


I. Prove your ocoiſel vos. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
1. IT appears from this patiage, that the proof of out 
I ftate is poſſible, and conſequently the Enoruledge 


of it, which is the effect of proof. That ſuch khow- 


Jedge is attainable, might be further demonſtrated 
from the nature of Faith, and of all the graces of the 


Spirit. It is alfo evident from many addreſſes con- 


rained in ſcripture which ſuppoſe the readers to know 
their own condition; and from the declarations of 


+ 2 Pet. ii. 21. 8 Col. 111. I), 20, 21. ha Epheſ. i. 75 Js 


Col. id 1. + Phil. is. 8. 1 2 Cor. Bit. 14. 
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ſcripture ſaints, reſpecting their own ſtate, and their 


happineſs. 3 1 

2. The proof and knowledge of our condition is 
rery important. A miſtake here may be fatal, and if 
fatal, will be dreadful. Mat. xxv. 10. Yet a miſ- 
take is very poſſible, if ſelf· examination be not prac- 


tiſed. Mat. vii. 22. xxv. 1—12. Luke xiii. 24—28. 


3. A miſtake of this kind, if perfiſted in to the laſt, 
can never be afterwards rectified. Mat. xxv. 41, 


46. John iii. 36. 2 Theſ. i. 9. Rev. xxli. 11. 


4. A ſtate ot ſuſpence in a matter of ſuch infinite 


importance, is very painful and gloomy; eſpecially 


in the preſent gloomy and mclancholy times; and 


muſt be ſo at the hour of death. 


5. To be ſatisfied that I am in a ſtate of ſalvation, 


produces unſpeakable conſolation at all times; in 


proſperity and adverſity; whether rich or poor; 
or however circumſtanced, either in life or death. 
Pal. Iii. 24. Rom. v. 2, 3. 2 Cor. v. 16. 


1 John. . 13, 14. 


II. How ſhall we practiſe this Duty? 5 
1. Do not make the experience of any other man 
the teſt of your experience. Others may miſtake as 
well as you. The experiences of real chriſtians, 


| though the ſame in the eſſence of religion, yet vary in 
ſome circumſtances. Many are more diſpoſed to men- 


tion theſe circumſtances than the genuine evidences 
of their converſion. By this you may be led to judge 
wrong of yourſelves, if you make their experience a 
ſtandard for vours. Ce 
2. Do not try yourſelves by the peculiar excellen- 


cies of advanced ſaints, whether mentioned in ſcrio— 


ture, or in converſation, when the queſtion with re— 
ſpect to yourſelt is, „Am I converted ?” This would 
be like a perſon who compares himlelf with a giant, 
to know whether he is one of the human ſpecies; nd 
concludes he is not tuch becauſe he is not as tall. or as 


 frong as the giant. Or, like a boy, who compares 


himſelf with Sir Iſaac Newton, to know whether he js 
| 1225 TY | 85 Pro- 


P 7 . 
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not, what 1 | 
tianity; but whether you are born again. 4 


no he is truly converted. 


; not, the children of God, or perſons truly converted, 


important queition, attend to the following. John, in. 


Ut. 3. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 14. and many others, winch | 
ſpeak not of the degree, but the reality of grace. 4 


tain ſatisfaction, beware of palliating, apologizing, 


now, nor at his awful tribunal. 2 what is 


turn from it, and flee to Chriſt, as periſhing ſinnem, ſinners, 
for life and ſalvation. who 15 fill able and willing to | 


believe in him. 


ful; labour to “ prow in grace.” 2 Pet. iii. 19. Ex. 


at that world whe row ate ſafe auc happy for evet. 
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properly initiated into the firſt principles of Mathe 
matic Sciencg. Remember your Preſent inquiry 18 | 
ments you have made in true c 


3. Do not try yourſelves by . the exhortations which | 
are given to chriſtians, to excel] in holineſs. To theſe 
exhortations you ought to attend. At eminent ha 
neſs you ought to aim. But theſe exhortations are not 
deſigned to deſcribe a true chriſtian ; and therefore can, 4 
not be a teſt by which a perſon is to prove whether of 3 


4. In proving your ownſelves, fix upon thoſe paſſa:4. | 
ges of ſcripture which ex preſſiy declare wha are, andare 


Confider the import of them. Compare your hearts 

and lives with them. It they condemn YOu it is . 
tain, you are fundamentally wrong. Your ſtat 4 
dreadful. But if they deſcribe your charaCter, your } 
ſtate is ſafe. Bleſs God, and take courage. Among 
the paſſages to which you will have recourſe in this al 


16. Rom. vil. 13, 14. Phil. iii. 3. 1 John ii. 36 


. It by theſe, and Senilar patliges, you do not ob- 


forming excuſes, or hoping well of yourſelves. If the 7 
word of God condemn you, nothing can juſtify ou 


mails. Humble yourtclt before God, and 1m mediately 


fave you, as he is to ſave all other ſinners, who truly 


6. If funda mentally right, . weak, be thank- 


amine yourſelves irc: quently and carefully. Thus you 
evidence will | DVISHUCH dailv ; and you will ſoon arrive : 


7.1N 1-5, 
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